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Ancella Bickley in Mount Hope, West Virginia, taping Mrs. Fannie Ashe Thomas. Today is

December 2

nd

,

1999. Rita Wicks-Nelson and Ancella Bickley.

RW-N: We're set, I think. Uh, Mrs. Thomas, uh, we have found sometimes that it's easier for
people to kind of begin at the beginning. And then we can go any place you want. Uh, so would
you begin by telling us your full name, where and when you were born, and then we'll go from
there.

FT: Okay. My name is Fannie Ashe Thomas. I was born right here in this same house in 1912.
Of course, we remodeled and done a lot of work on it since that time. I had, uh, two sisters and
three brothers. I came, my brother was six years older than me when I came along. I was the
hated one because, uh, he had been babied so long and here comes this girl. He told me one day,
he said, "l hated you for years." [chuckling] Because I took his place, you know, being the baby
and all. But anyway, my dad and mom are from North Carolina. And ....

AB: What were their names?
FT: Ada Ashe and Tom Ashe.

RW-N: And Ada is spelled A-d-a? (FT: A-d-a, uh-huh.) And, Mrs. Thomas, how is Ashe
spelled? Is it A-s-h?

FT: My dad spelled it A-s-h, but we always wrote A-s-h-e. (RW-N: Okay.) I think my brother
did that. Anyway, when she first married him, he did not even know how to read; my mother
taught him how to read . You know, back in those days, uh, when you graduated from the eighth
grade, you were a high school graduate. And uh, they moved here from North Carolina. She
only had one child at that time, my oldest sister, Lil - (AB : What was your oldest sister's name?)
Lillian.

AB: Lilli an. (FT: Lillian, mmm-hmm.) What part of North Carolina?

ID Uh, Greens -- Wadesboro, Wadesboro, North Carolina. [Coughs]

Excuse me. Anyway,

um ....

RW-N: Can you tell us your father's full name? (FT: Beg your pardon?) Your father's full
name.

ID Tom Ashe.

Just Tom Ashe. And he learned to write Tom Ashe, you know. And uh, we

used to, they would be in, in the front bedroom -- Momma would be teaching him how to read.
And those twins -- two boys were twins -- and they would just do, oh, everything, you know,
trying to distract Momma. They wanted Momma to be with them.
Well, anyway, she taught him how to read . He was very interested in black kids getting an
education. Um, he was first, the first bus that ran our kids to and from school. ... We only had
the one high school here in this area. And kids from, oh, eight or ten miles away came to the
school. My dad went out and bought a bus to haul those kids in here to go to the high school,
sitting on a hill up there.

AD.:. Did he pay for that himself?
FT: Himself
AB: Now let's go back a moment. Did your mother and father come from the same hometown?
(FT: Yes, Wadesboro.) Both from Wadesboro . (FT: Mmm-hmm.) Did they know each other
down there? (FT: Yes.) They married down there?

FT: I have their marriage license.
AB: What brought them to West Virginia?

FT: Coal mines.
AB: How did they know about that?
-2-

fii. Uh, he had a brother who lived in Williamson, West Virginia. He was a minister.

And he had

asked him to, "Come to West Virginia, come to West Virginia if you want to make good money."
Because miners did make good money at that time. It was a hard, laborious job, but he liked it.
And uh, he tried his best to educate every one of us. I had two sisters. Two of us were in college
at the same time. My two older sisters -- Lillian went to Harpers Ferry, Storer College. She had
-- she sang beautifully. Virginia went to Howard University. My dad always said, "This gonna be
my lawyer." [chuckling] She was, she was very smart. Then when Tom and I, we were at State
College together for two years.
RW-N: West Virginia State.

fii. West Virginia State College.
fight. . . .

At first he and his brother were there -- twins. And they would

i

AB: What was the twins' names?

FT: Lawrence.
AB: Tom and Lawrence.
RW-N: And Lawrence was spelled how?
FT: L-a-w-r-e-n-c-e. President Davis was president at that time. And uh, he knew my mom and

dad. So he called one day, he said, "Mr. Ashe, will you come down here and do something with
these twins?" Momma went down and got Lawrence, sent him to Bluefield, left Tom at State
College. Well, all of a sudden we didn't hear from Lawrence any more. So momma was the kind
who would go put on her clothes and went to Bluefield to see what was wrong. He had gone off
from school and gone to Cleveland -- he had a girlfriend in Cleveland. And that's where he
married, and he never came back. So he never did finish his education Virginia, the one who
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went to Howard University, she went two years, got a job making good money in the summer
working at the mint and didn't go back. Lil, the one who was at Storer College, she didn't finish
because she was, she was always sort of sickly like. She ended up being a matron down at, uh, a
little school in North Carolina. She was down at State College one year, a matron there. And
then Tom and I were there two years together. He left me there at West Virginia State College.
But my dad said he wanted to see every little black gal in West Virginia get an education. Four of
us have slept in that room at night. Kids who would miss the bus, we'd bring 'em right on here.
My dad would treat 'em just like he treated us. And uh, the little girl who lived next door, she
and her mom fell out. She just came on over the fence and came on over here. My daddy said,
"Sure you can stay here." She stayed with us for eighteen years. And finally, he sent her to
college. So, uh, he was just, he just wanted to see everybody have education, because it was
something he knew was lacking in his life. Beautiful people, both my parents were so beautiful.

RW-N: I'd like to go back again, ifwe can. Do you know the birth date of your mother & father?
FT: Um -- Lord, I have it on that license somewhere, but I don't, I don't know where it is right
this minute. (RW-N: Okay.) Because at Thanksgiving time when Galvin was here, I was showing
it to him. And I don't know where he put it. And when I'm talking to him I forget where it is.
But it was in 1970-, '80 - '97 when they married, I remember that.

RW-N: 18 . . .(FT: 1897 when they married.) 1897 when they married.
FT: Mmm-hmm, when they married in North Carolina.
RW-N: And do you know what their approximate age is? I mean, your mother had, had your
mother gone through the eighth grade or ... ? (FT : Yes.) She had, she was an eighth grade
graduate. (FT: Mmm-hmm, mm-hmm) And your dad did not have much education?
-4-

FT: None. (RW-N: None?) Oh, some. (RW-N: Oh, some.) but very little. Mmm-hmm. (RW-

N: Yeah, um-huh.) She died in '62.
RW-N: And when did he pass?
FT: He passed in -- I'm sorry, she died '61, he died in '62. She died on March the 41\ 1961.
RW-N: So they married then in North Carolina, had one child when they came to (FT: Came

here, uh huh.) West Virginia.

ID Lillian, oldest girl.

Mmm-hmm ..

RW-N: Now I heard this quickly. But .. .so I may be confused. How many siblings now do you

have?
FT: There are only two of us now left.
RW-N: How many were there originally?
FT: There were three girls, three boys, (RW-N: Six.) Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: And who is now still living, with you?
FT: My sister Virginia. She's in a nursing facility at Hilltop.
AB: Now Tom and Lawrence were the twins. What was your other brother's name? (FT:

Joseph.) Joseph (FT: Mmm-hmm.). And where does he -- was he the second child or what?
FT: He would be the second child, mmm-hmm.
AB: So it was Lillian, (FT: Joseph.) Joseph, (FT : Virginia.) Virginia, then Tom and Lawrence and

then you.
FT: Mmm-hmm. Joseph I don't remember; he passed when I was quite small. But uh .. .
AB: Where did you go to elementary school?
FT : Right there on DuBois Hill. Let's see, we had a, a building down there on the creek bank
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that we attended a few years. Oh, it's been so long. But the majority, we had a high school way
up on top of that hill, DuBois Hill School.

RW-N: And you call that DuBois Hill? (FT: No.) Did I hear you correctly? No.

EI.:. DuBois High School.
RW-N: High School.
FT: Mmm-hmm. And they taught from the -- after so many years -- from the first all the way up
through the twelfth. That's the way they did in those days. Everybody went to the same school.
And this person I told you who my brother married in Cleveland, she was one of the teachers up
there. That's how he met her. Just fell in love with her. But anyway, uh, this little school, that
was down here on the creek bank, seems to me we only had, uh, the first through six maybe down
here. Wei had a little basketball team and, and uh, everybody was pretty close, because everybody
knew everybody, you know. Then we went up on the hill for high school. Which is DuBois High
School.

RW-N: And you said before that, students came in from a wider area to go to that high school?
FT: Mmm-hmm. This was Fayette County, the only black high school on -- in this area, kids
from as far as Page, I believe, came up here. Red Star, Hilltop, Glen Jean, all those little places.

RW-N: And Fayetteville too?
FT: No, not Fayetteville. It didn't reach that far. (RW-N: Yes.) Only about, uh, -- let's see, what
was the last place? Probably Greentown was as far as they went. There used to be a little trolley
that ran up, up and down here that the kids. . . .

But it was so late. They stayed late in the

evenings and leave home early in the mornings. That was why my dad bought the bus; so that he
-- the kids wouldn't have to . . . . .

Some evenings we' d come in here we'd have eight and ten
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kids, you know, waiting for the train. And uh, my dad just treated them all like they were our
sisters and brothers, you know. And then he decided, he said, "Well, I'll just get a bus and see ifl
can't get these kids back home and back to school." That's what he did.

AB: And he drove it himself?
EI.;_ No, no, mmm-hmm, no, he had a, he worked up here at the -- New River Company at that
time was a big company. And uh, he worked in the mines a long time. But he always wanted to
do better. So finally, you know, in those days, if you knew the right people, you could maneuver
around and get a goo -- better job. So he got a job being the boss in what they called the, uh,
supply house up there. They supplied tools and things that the mi -- that they used in the mines.
And they would all come to this place where my dad worked and uh, get their supplies. He
worked there for years and years, make good, good salary. After he came out of the mines. He
didn't, he didn't want to work in the mines any longer. So uh . . . .
RW-N: Do you remember the name of that supply house?

FT: New River Company. They still have a New River Company here.
RW-N: And what mine did he work for? (overlapping voices)

FT: All the mines ... .
RW-N: Was that called New River Mines, too?
FT: No, it was called New River Company because they owned all the houses, and they were ...

You know, at that time, um, these companies, like, uh, over here across the creek here is -- was
MacDonald, down in here they called it Wamertown. Up a little higher here' s a place called
Kilsyth. All of us would have been a mile of each other.
AB: Now Wamertown is W-a-r-n-e-r, (FT: Right.) and Kettlesyth (FT: Kilsyth.) How do you
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spell that? (FT: K-i-1-s-y-t-h.) Oh.

FT: It's just about a half a mile up, up -- we call it up town.
A]!;. Is that where black people lived?

FT: Didn't too many blacks live up there. A few lived up there but not too many. Mmm-hmm.
AB: Where were most of the black people around you?

EI;. Right down this area. (AB: in Mount Hope.) In Warnertown.

Alt. In Warnertown.
EI;. Warnertown. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm.) And then we have what we call the hollow. Way back
up in there where -- near the school, and over behind the school. And uh, oh, we -- Mount Hope
was a flourishing (AB: Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm) place at that time. We had beautiful stores and,
and uh .. ;_ . but any more ... I'm -- everybody's threatened because when kids graduated from
college, there's nothing they could do here. There's no work for them. So they don't come back.
That's why my son's gone. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And uh, but years ago this was a booming place.

RW-N: So you, so you, it sounds like you have, uh, good memories of growing up in this town.
(FT: Beautiful memories.) and in, and in this family, in your family.

FT: There used to be a fireplace back here behind me. (RW-N: Uh-huh.) And this is where we
always entertained our friends. You can imagine now for my age on up. And sometimes this
room would just be flowing over with kids. But Momma said, "Bring 'em to your house, and
then I'll know where you all are." Because those twins were always into something. So we
would always have, on, on weekends, uh, we had a long porch. That porch was all the length of
the house at that time. And we had a swing on that end and a swing on this end. And every
summer we would have what we called minstrel.
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All of us are musically inclined. And uh,

that's just how neighborly we were. Everybody knew everybody. lfmy kid -- the kid next door
did something wrong, my mom would whip her just as soon, as fast as she would whip me. It
was just like that, and everybody accepted that, which they don't do any more, you know, of
course. But uh, our childhood was beautiful. Very beautiful childhood. [clears throat] Excuse
me. But getting back to the, uh, let's see, I finished high school in 1930; went to West Virginia
State. I didn't really want to go to school. I was in love ... [laughter] with Galvin's daddy.

AB: Well, how did you know about West Virginia State?
FT: Tom had been there, Lawrence had been there. And uh, we used to go down to their

homecoming. Um, I don't know, Mount Hope people -- we always just, everything that went on
down at State College, that was our college. We would all get together and do -- go. I don't
think I ever missed a homecoming down at State College for twelve years maybe, or fourteen
years. And I was still in high school. But I had to go to that game. But uh, that was always our
center. We had another college over here, Bluefield. But most of our people chose to go to
West Virginia State. I think it was on account of President Davis. He was a beautiful man. And
then Dean Farrell, that was my buddy. [softly chuckling] They tell me she's still living.
AB: Yes, she is.
FT: I was there last year for this, uh, black festival that Ethel Caffie has every year ...
AB: Mmm-hmm, the gospel music.
FT: Mmm-hmm. (AB : Uh-huh.) And I was inquiring about her and they told me she's ninety-

something and lives alone.
AB: Yes, yes, she does, she does.

FT: I was so surprised.
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AD:. So when you were growing up and the children were here in the house visiting, was your
father, uh, very strict? Did he make them sit down? Or could they, uh, play and talk and laugh or
what?

FT: They had the front bedroom up there. Mom was one of these kind of women she ruled the
house. She ruled Daddy, too. He would sit there with his paper when he come in of the
evenings. And Lawrence and Tom would get out here in this hall and they would fuss and fight.
I said, "Papa, don't you hear 'em fighting?" He said, "Ada'll take care of 'em." He wouldn't
move. And Ada took care of 'em too . [laughing] [inaudible] She had long hair and she always
wore it in a bun in the back. Some way she got through straightening those boys out, her bun
would be, be hanging down her back. And she always wore an apron; that apron would be
twisted tlµs way.

But she took care of 'em. He wouldn't move. He sat up there; he'd say,

"Ada'll take care of 'em." And she did.
~

So she was the disciplinarian?

FT: Yes, she was. She was a good one too.
AB: Were you allowed to dance in the house?

FT: Yes, we could do anything -- we had games, except cards. My daddy was a deacon of the
church. He said, "Now you all have dominoes, you have checkers," at that time we had jacks,
you know, kids don't have those any more. And uh, some ofus would be over here playing jacks
on the floor. The table at that time wasn't quite this large. And all these things weren't in here,
and we had just plenty of room and this big fireplace. And uh, this was mostly on weekends
because through the week, you know, we had to get those lessons, you know. But on weekends
most of the kids gathered here. We had this big old porch in the summer time. And we have a
- 10-

big old back yard. And we just had a beautiful life.

-

AB: What was Christmas like?

FT: Oh, it was the joy of our life. [chuckles] Everybody, we always put up this big Christmas
tree; my dad put this big Christmas tree, and uh, Lawrence and Tom, of course -- in the living
room there was an attic. And they would hide the -- Momma and Papa would hide things up in
the attic. They never did hide 'em from Lawrence or Tom. Everybody would go to bed and
Lawrence and Tom would slip up in there [chuckling] and find what was gonna -- they knew what
everybody was getting because they. . . . They were rascals.

RW-N: Did you ever believe in Santa Claus?

ID Up to a point.

But Lawrence and Tom, they would get me in and tell me all these things, "no

Santa Glause, there ain't no Santa Clause," you know how boys are. Once he learned to like me,
they accepted me because I would follow 'em all over the place. We had a swimming hole -- oh,
almost a mile up the, uh, up the railroad track. And I always ran with Lawrence and Tom,
because, um, my other sister was so much older than me. And we had a big old field out here,
where his house is now, that was just a field . And we - I'd go up and pitch horseshoes. And
whenever they needed a fourth, they' d say, "Call Fannie." Because I could do anything the boys
could do, because Tom had taught me that, you know. So one day I went up to the swimming
hole they called it. And uh, one of the boys said, "Here come Fannie!" All of them in -- were
buck naked. [laughter] And I looked -- everybody just jumped right on into the water, you know.
So that stopped me from going to the swimming hole. But I would go; they didn't know I was
down there looking anyway. But anyway, we didn't have the swimming pool. But finally they
got uh, they dammed it up and make it real njce, you know. So everything -- we just had to make
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things for ourselves, which we did do.
RW-N: Now when you went to that swimming hole, was that. .. black people went to that
swimming hole? (FT: Black and white.) Black and white. (FT: Mmm-hmm.)

AB: You all swam together?

FT: Uh, we were quite young, and there was a white family that lived at the end of this street.
And uh, let's see, Alice and ... one of the girls was named Alice. She and I were quite friendly.
And there was a brother. She had a brother; I can't remember his name now. Fred. And uh, of
course, they played with us, because the field extended right down to their front gate. And when
we were pitching horseshoes and that sort of thing, they'd come out and we'd played ball, they'd
come out and played with us.
RW-N: So there were some white families around here?

FT: Oh, yeah. Uh, before I was born, this lot right here in front of me, a white family lived there
for years and years and years. It burned down. In fact, this whole area burned. And uh, they
never did rebuild here. Some of their kids are still living up the street there now, from that family.
But they never rebuilt this lot back here any more. But uh, Warrentown mostly was black.
RW-N: With just some white families.

ID Just (RW-N: Just few, very few.) very few, mmm-hmm.
RW-N: And so you obviously then played with the white kids who were here (FT: Oh, yeah.) the
people were here.

fn Oh, yeah, mmm-hmm .
AB: How did your family come to this house? Did your father have it built, or was it already
here?
-12-

FT: He built, had it built from the ground. At that time when you worked in the mines, you know
the miners, the company, New River Company, they had, they furnished you a house. You paid
the rent, but they built our houses and you work for their company. They have what they called
script and you dealt with their company store -- it was called a company store. Everybody went
to the company store to do everything, buy everything. And uh, my daddy decided he wanted his
own house. So he bought this end, this lot that's across here from me, he bought that lot also.
And uh, he built; they had a, the whole town, the called it the fire of 1910, before I was born. My
daddy used to laugh; the guy who lived in the third house down here, he had a still, making
moonshine. And something happened and it exploded and it set this whole row on fire. Because
the fire department wasn't competent to take care of that big a fire. That was in 1910 before I
was born. A fire, the big fire of Mount Hope. And something happened up town, I don't
remember exactly. But one black guy had a saloon up there. And uh, the whole town up there
was destroyed by fire just about. This same person I said my brother married? Who taught up
here? It was her daddy who had the saloon. And they had a beautiful home up in that area. I
believe they were the only black family up there. That was upper Mount Hope. They call this
Warnertown, downtown. And uh, it destroyed, it just about destroyed Mount Hope.

RW-N: When was that?

FT: 1910.· Before I was even born. I remember hearing my dad talk about the fire of 1910.
AB: So the fire that burned here, also at the same time there was a fire ...
FT: That's what I don't quite remember.
AB: It must have been .. . .
FT : It had to be two different times, though, it had to be.

-13-

AB: Mmm-hmm. Now let me see if I understand. When your mother and father came here, they
first lived in a company house. And then your father .. .

ID Evidently I just don't even remember because .. .
all.;, But he may have then bought this land (FT: Mmm-hmm) and built this house (FT: Yes.) by
the time you were born.
FT: Yeah, I believe they did live over on MacDonald, they called it MacDonald. I believe that

was where they lived at that time, uh-huh. And then he built here.

AB: Now when he first built the house, was the house burned? Was, was -- (FT: No.) he built
after the fire?
FT: Uh-huh. Mmm-mmm. Yeah. Mmm-hmm. And uh, I was the only one born here. (AB :

Mmm-hmm. All right.) 1912.
AB: And then you -- when you started school you went to what was a one-room school, is that
true?
FT: Ah, let's see. I believe we had uh, three rooms and an auditorium. Because we had a, we

used to play basketball. We had a recreation room. And we had basketball, uh, team. I
remember playing basketball down there for some reason.

AB: And that's the one that you said was on the creek bank. (FT: On the creek bank, mmm-

hmm.) And that was grades one through eight.
FT: I believe. Now I'm not quite sure. Don't seem to me it would -- went to, one to eight. But

I just don't remember.
AB: So there was no high school past eighth grade? I mean, when, when you finished the eighth

grade at that point, you couldn't go further?
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FT: Oh, yeah. (AB: Here.) (RW-N: you went ... ) We had high school up there.

Alt You did have DuBois?

(FT: Uh huh. Mmm-hmm.) And you went to DuBois?

FT: Yeah, mmm-hmm, rnmm-hmm. How did that happen? You know I. . .it just kind of, kind of
fuzzy now. I just don't really remember. But uh, anyway. That's how it happened.

AB: Uh, did you have any favorite teachers?
FT: We had beautiful teachers. Uhm ... we called them professor then, who was the principal. He
had graduated from Fisk. And my next-door neighbor here, she went to Fisk. My next -- she
was, uh, Aurelia Walker. And when she started teaching up there and they needed teachers, she
sent for her friend, who also went to Fisk with her, a Mrs. Eunice Bloodworth; I'll never forget
her. She was our English teacher. She, in tum, the next year when they wanted someone else,
got one of her friends. We had beautiful teachers, excellent teachers.

AB: When you said Aurelia, do you spell that A-u-r-e-1-i-a (FT: Mmm-hmm) Aurelia Walker,
who was your teacher.

FT: Mmm-hmm. She wasn't my teacher. No, she taught up there. (AB: At DuBois.) Mmm-

hmm. That was after .. mm-hmm. After I was gone.
AB: What was the principal's name?
FT: Let's see, the first one was, uh, . . . we had, uh, Mr. Powell, (AB : Mmm-hmm) Mr. Toney.
Did you know Toney?

AB: Down at Institute, Doris's father?

EI.:. Uh-huh,

mmm-hmm. Toney. And uh ...

RW-N: How do you spell that?

FT: Toney? T-o-n-e-y. Mmm-hmm Who else was principal up there? Those were about the
- 15-

onl--, they stayed forever, you know, once you got there. But we were always exposed to the
best of teachers.

AB: Did you have a band and (FT: Oh, yes.) dramatic activities and things like that?

Ell... Mmm-hmm. Uh, in 1950, where the school is up on the hill, a mines undermined the
school and there was a great big crack right down the steps. And it was really, they condemned
the high school but nobody would talk about building a new one. In 1950 I was in summer school
that summer and I came home. I looked for it, no school. Somebody had put a bomb in there,
they said, and bombed the school. Because they wouldn't give us a new one. So this church right
here, there was a church over on the other side of town. The kids went to these two churches.
And they put a band room right here on my daddy's lot. That's where Galvin learned to play. He
was just in the sixth grade, but he was so good, the high school teacher took him in. And they
went there from 1950 to '56, when the schools integrated. From this church to that church, and
this school . ...
AB: That became the school for six years?
FT: That became the school for six whole years.

RW-N: With the churches? (FT: With the churches.) Is that right?
FT: With the churches. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) This one right here. This one has upstairs. Great
big church right here. The one over there is not quite so small, but they had to, to use, they had
no choice. And then they use the band room here, excuse me [clears throat], they used the band
room here.
RW-N: How did the people of the community feel about the bombing of the school?
FT: Well, everybody appreciated it[ironic chuckle]because we were afraid that-, they were almost
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afraid to send the kids to school. And nobody did anything about it. They didn't try to renovate it
or correct it or anything. So . . .

RW-N: So that building is not there now? (FT: The what?) That building is not there now. (ET:
No, no, it isn't.) We can't see it.

FT: I'll tell you what is there that's uh, steps, some of the steps is still there. We were up there
about two years ago. Because during the reunion, we thought we would take some of 'em up on
the hill there to see where the school was. But uh, it's hard to even get up there any more. (RW-

N: Mmm-hmm)

AB: Now Tom taught, both you and Tom taught at the, at DuBois?

EI;, No, Tom did. I didn't. I never taught. .. Tom taught. He was principal one year. (AB:
Mmm-hmm) And uh, I always taught elementary school. (AB: Mmm-hmm)

RW-N: Now you went to uh, high school during what years?
FT: I graduated in 1930. (RW-N: 1930.) Thirty, uh-huh.
RW-N: So you were there

FT: From '26 to '30, four years of high school, uh-huh. And then I went to State College.
RW-N: Can you tell us a little bit about your college days?
FT: [laughs] I didn't want to go in the first place. My mom said, "You're going out of here."
RW-N: You didn't want to go because you were in love, you said, right? .
FT: In love with Galvin's daddy. You know Galvin?

And uh, at that time ...

RW-N: I don't know Galvin.[AB: Galvin's her son.] Who were you in love with? Oh, okay, you
were in love with the man you married. (FT: Yeah, Galvin's daddy.) Right. Galvin' s daddy, yeah.

FT: And uh, you know, in those days if you didn't pass in January, you were sent home. 1 knew
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that. So we would play cards all night long on Saturday nights. And I didn't try to do any good,
because I wanted to go home. And I got [inaudible] they sent me home in January. [laughing] My
mother thought she would die. But anyway, and when September came the next year, my daddy
said, "You going out of here." So sure enough I went on back. And don't you know what
happened? After all those years and I was married, and Gal -- had Galvin, when the time came for
him to go to college, do you know he did not want to go. He paid me back dearly. [chuckles] But

I told-, at that time, Phillip Warren used to have a barber shop-AB: Felix, Felix Warren.
FT: Felix. I said, "Well, Galvin, if you don't want to take college courses," I said, "go down
and take a barbers's course. Because you got to have something to do to live, you know.
he decided he would do that.
Mmm-hmm, Leon.)

So

Well, they had this, uh, the band teacher, Mr. Thompson. (AB :

He was great. And he had heard about Galvin's playing. So he called

Galvin, and he said, called me one Sunday.

And he came up here with Galvin.

He said, "If

you let this boy come into the college," he said, "I'll see that he gets a scholarship."

And he

did.

AB: What does Galvin play?
FT: Trumpet.

Now his son plays the trumpet, just like him.

went on into college then.

And uh, so sure enough he

But he came home one January and he said, uh, "Fannie, I don't want

to go back to school." Well, I couldn't say too much, because he knew what I had done, you
know. But I coaxed him to go.

I said, "Well, okay. Maybe you'll wait, and just stay out this

time, you can go beginning of the next term. "
night, and I didn't like that.

He took my car and started running around at

So one day I came in from my school. I said, "When I come home
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this evening, I want you to be in some branch of the service. I don't care what it is. But you get
in some branch of the service." As soon as I came that evening, he was sitting there looking all
sad. I said, "Did you do what I asked you this morning?" He said, "Yes, ma'am." I said, "What
branch of the service did you join?" He said, "The Marines." I said, "Oh, my goodness, why did
you run and join the Marines? That's the hardest one in the world, you know." [laughing] But it
made a man out of him. He stayed there three years. He couldn't get back to college fast
enough, because those Marines taught him a lesson. So, but I, I just think about it so much, you
know, he did to me just what I did to my mom and dad. I said you get pay-back if you live long
enough. But he was so glad to get back. And uh, I was glad for him. But anyway, getting back
to uh, what did you ask me about ... ?
AB: Well, you went back to college after you stayed out for a year or so?
FT: Oh, yeah, I didn't stay out a year. I stayed out from January to September.
(AB: to September.) My daddy sent me on back again. And I stayed that time. But in the
meantime I got married to Galvin's daddy. He came down on his birthday and we went to
Charleston and got married.
AB: Your parents did not know that you were going to do this?
FT: Noooo, had no idea.
RW-N: And you were hold old? Eighteen maybe?
FT: Oh, I was old enough. I was in my twenties. Let's see, I can't remember how old I was.
But I was too young to get married, so they thought. But anyway, that marriage didn't last,
because, uh, he was at the place where he wanted to come out, out of the mines - he was a
mmer. And uh, he had people in Pittsburgh. So we went to Pittsburgh and stayed awhile. And
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uh, I didn't care for up there, so I came on back.
AB: Now had you finished college by that time? (FT: Mmm-hmm) You stayed in, even though

you married, you stayed in and finished?

.EI;. I came out for-, I stayed home with Galvin, I said, "I'm not gonna leave my baby," til he was
five years old. Then I went back and finished.
RW-N: Oh. (FT: Mmm-hmm) and (and left Charleston) where were you living during this

time?

FT: Right here. After I left, after my husband and I departed, I came right on back here and lived
with my dad.
RW-N: That was a very brief marriage.

FT: Well, we weren't together too long because I was in college at the time. (RW-N: Yes.) And
he lived over here at a little place called Carlisle. And uh, I lived there a little over a year. And he
wanted to live, as I say, go to Pittsburgh, because he had a lot of people there. Well, I went there
with him one summer, but I didn't like Pittsburgh. And his people and I just, look like, we just
didn't hit, you know, together. I think I was kind of spoiled, having been the baby, and I thought
I could have my way about everything. So I came on back home. My daddy was glad to have
me. [chuckling] Because they were crazy about my baby, you know. So I said, "Well, I'm not
going to leave my baby." So I stayed with, until he was five years old. I didn't go back. I stayed
out of college.
RW-N: Living here with your parents?

FT: Mmm-hmm, stayed out of college all that time. Because, uh, I said these are the best years
with my baby, and I'm gonna stay with it. So one day my daddy gave me one of these daddy
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talks. He said, "Now do you want to go back to college? I will help you. You leave this child
· right here with us." And that's what I did.
RW-N: And you moved on to the campus at West Virginia State.

FT: Oh, yeah, mmm-hmm. I loved it then. I was ready for college then. So that's how that
came .. .
RW-N: So you went back, you had to be in your twenties . . .right? (FT: Yes, yes, way up in
my twenties) A woman with a baby. (FT: Mmm-hmm) Wasn't that unusual in those days?

FT: It was unusual to go back to school. Because most ofus, after-, once they had their baby,
they stayed with the baby, you know. But I think ifmy husband had been here, I probably
wouldn't have gone back.
RW-N: Well, (FT: But I. ..) how did, how did that work for you, in terms of your relationships
with the other students who were probably somewhat younger, many of them single (FT: In
college?)

Uh-huh.

(FT: Well . .. )

yeah.) With a lot of single women, yes?

Because you lived on the campus, right? (FT: Oh,
(FT: Mmm-hmm)

But that worked smoothly for

you?

FT: Very smoothly, yes, mmm-hmm, very smoothly. Had no problems.
AB: And you didn't feel, you didn't feel strange being there with these younger girls?

FT: No. Tom left a lot of good friends there when he, when he uh, he was very popular in
college. And uh, I pledged to the AKA's, then I decided I didn't want to go AKA.
RW-N: Now that's Alpha Kappa (FT: Alpha Kappa Alpha.) Alpha. (FT: Mmm-hmm)

FT:

Most of my friends at the time were Deltas. But Tom wanted me to go with AKA, and I

just went on to suit him. But I really didn't like it. But uh, I was reading a letter the other day
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that I got from one of the-, I never did really join ... But uh, I enjoyed college. Once I made up
my mind I was gonna be there, I really enjoyed it.

RW-N: What did you enjoy about it?
FT:

Oh, the different friendships and things that went on and, I knew a lot of people, you

know, and .. .

RW-N: And you participated in activities ...
FT: Yeah. Dean Farrell, Dean Farrell knew everybody. He knew Fannie [inaudible] Ashe from
Mount Hope, West Virginia. He knew all of that. And whenever I'd get a problem, I'd go cry on
his shoulder. He was a dear friend. Very dear friend. And uh, I really enjoyed college once I got
back.

AB: Did you find the restrictions difficult? (FT: No .) Having to be in the dormitory at a certain
time?

FT: It didn't bother me at all, because I was older than some of the girls, most of the girls. So
they just treated me like I was this older sister, you know.

RW-N: And you didn't resent being told you had to be in at an early hour or anything like that?
FT: No. I was glad to get back. [softly laughing] I was really glad to get back. And it was so
sweet of my dad to do that, you know.

RW-N: Because he supported you during, he supported you during that time.
FT: Well, at that time, you could uh, you had a job and they paid your board and room. And I
worked.

RW-N: What did you do there?
FT: Uh, in the evenings after dinner, I would give out the mail and all. I also took care of the
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bathrooms. Had bathrooms on the second and first floors. And I did that for numbers of years.
One weekend I went back and the girls were supposed to have taken care of it for me, didn't take
care ofit. There was this note from Dean Farrell, had to go, go to him. (chuckles) He bawled me
out. So then my mother was sorry. She had friends who lived over in South Hills in Charleston.
They would start coming down there and bringing Galvin. So that eliminated my having to come
home, lose another job.

AB: So you would come home on weekends to spend time with Galvin? (FT: Oh, yeah.) And so
they decided to bring him to you. (FT: Right.) Mmm-hmm, instead of your coming home. (FT:
Mmm-hmm) Had you worked while you were in high school? (FT: No.) Did your mother work?

FT: Yes, she did. (AB : Where?) A big hotel, and you, I'm sure you all passed it where you
came down through there. Mountaineer, it was called. It was a beautiful hotel. And uh, she said
she's gonna [inaudible] she worked for years, helped to send us through college. And in the
summer time I would work up there also.

AB: What did you do? (FT: A maid.) And what did your mother do? (FT: Maid.) Which meant
you took care of the rooms, (FT: Uh, huh.) made the beds (FT: Yeah.) and what-not?

FT: Changed the linens and clean up the rooms.
RW-N: Did she work when you were a quite little girl?
FT: Uhm. . . no, I believe she didn't start working 'til the boys went to college, I believe. Seems
to me she was here when Lawren--, Lil and Virginia went to college. When the boys went to
college 1 think that's when she started working, ifl'm not mistaken.
AB: Did you have chores that you had to do at home?

FT: My brother told me, he said, "I hated you for years>' Momma would say, "Dinner's over,
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you boys are gonna help wash the dishes. Fannie, you go on in there and practice your music
lesson." (RW-N: Ohhh) He said he hated me for years. [laughing] Because I was, they didn't
allow me-, when I go in the kitchen, they said, "Get out of here," because every time I would go
in there I would break something; I was very clumsy. And uh, when I married, I didn't even
know how to cook. They wouldn't even let me in the kitchen. My sister, oldest sister--the two
oldest sisters and Momma always did the cooking. I was the baby, so they treated me like a baby.
Which was-, it just did something to me, you know. I wasn't lazy. I wanted to. But they didn't
want me, because they said, "You're clumsy, every time you come in the kitchen you break
something or something." So I just didn't learn. The night that I got married, my sister came
over the next morning to show me things to do, how to cook this and how to cook that, and
brought me some cookbooks. I didn't even know how to cook. Wasn't that terrible? [laughs]
(RW-N: No.) But I love to cook now. Because I love to eat. But uh . . .
RW-N: Well . .. you seem to be saying that uh, being raised as the baby was a mixed bag, huh?
You mentioned before that you were the baby and that you might have been a little spoiled. Now
you tell us you can't cook. (AB: chuckles) Was there something-, do you really see that that was
bad for you to be the baby?
FT: I enjoyed it. (RW-N: You enjoyed . .. ) [laughing] My brother stayed on me-, this brother
Torn, he was always on me about something. Because he was jealous because he was the baby
before I came. But there were six years difference in us. So when I came along, they were so
glad to have another little baby in the house, you know, everybody treated me-, and they babied
me for years and years and years
RW-N: But you did take on the responsibility of going off to work when you were in rugh
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school.

FT: Yeah, I worked-, no, this was after, after high school.

RW-N: After high school, that's right.
A.I!;. When you worked with your mother at the hotel, it was after high school?
FT: After high school.)
RW-N: In the summers?
FT: Mmm-hmm. She had to quit at that time.
AB: And you stayed on and worked?
FT: I stayed, mmh-hmm mmh-hmm. Yeah.
RW-N: Was this during the time that you were home with your child?
FT: Yeah, yes, it was.
RW-N: Okay. So you were employed during that time? (FT: Mmh-hmm) In that hotel.

EI;, Wait a minute now. Galvin was five years old when he had this terrible accident. I was in
school, because I went to Mr. Toney and got money to come home. I had heard about it,
Momma and them didn't tell me. But I had heard. And I went to Mr. Toney, one of the teachers
down at State College, and he gave me money to come home and I came home.

AB: Is that the same Mr. Toney who had been a principal here? (FT: Right.) So he knew you
(FT: Oh yeah.) from that.

FT: Mmh-hmm. He gave me money to come home . I told him what had happened . And I came
home. And I got here nobody was here. They were all over at the hospital. And I don't know
how I heard about it, but Momma and them didn't tell me about it.

AB: What had happened?
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FT: My neighbor who lives across the street there, she had a little son who was around the same

age that Galvin was. And he went over there and played. There's an alley down through there
and cars and trucks run up and down that alley. And he was coming across, my daddy came
home every day for lunch. And Galvin would come and meet him. He was over there, he'd run
out to meet him. So he was running out of the yard, he didn't see the truck coming. And the
truck hit him. Messed.up his foot; his foot is still messed up.
AB: But he could go in the service, so it must have gotten all right.
FT: Yeah, yeah, mmm-hmm, yeah.
AB: So you came home and the family was all up at the hospital? (FT: Mmh-hmm) Now what

did you do?
FT: I, uh,; somebody took me over there; I don't remember who it was now. But anyway, I went

on over there and they were shocked, of course, because they didn't want me to know it, you
know. But he got along all right. I went on back, that's on a Sunday. Mmm-hmm. And uh, it
turned out all right.
RW-N: Now how long were you at West Virginia State that time when you went back?
FT: The first time I was there from September to January. They sent me home because 1-, of low

grades. Then I went back in September, excuse me, [clears voice] and uh, I stayed out again. And
I got a job working, teaching. My daddy, this, uh, New River Company, and you cou-, we had
what we called a normal degree. And I had enough hours to get a normal certificate. So I
decided I was gonna help take care of my baby, you know And uh, so I tau-, started to teach,
and I taught, uh, the first year was in 1940, my first year.
RW-N: And that was where?
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fl:. Down on the railroad, up in a hollow.

(RW-N: Here in ... ) A place called Nuttall. I had

never heard ofit 'til I got that job. (RW-N: Uh-huh.) I would leave here in the mornings, catch a
train, dark-, getting fall of the year. Get down there and uh-, you ever heard of a, what kind of
bridge did they call that? Shakes when you walk.
AB: One of those swinging kind of bridges.
FT: Yeah, swinging bridges, that's what they called it. I said, "You mean to tell me I gotta cross

that thing?" And the lady said, "Yes, you have." So it was still dark, you know, at, at, Septem-,
in September at that time of the morning. Because I had gone down on the train. And uh, I had,
I asked, uh, one the parents to please meet me, walk with me from the station over to the school,
because I was really afraid. I was still quite young, you know. In my earl-, late '20's. And uh, it
was a ~me-room school with a pot-bellied stove. You've heard of those pot~bellied stoves? And
the janitor was a young man in the community there. Well, he'd heard about this young teacher
coming. So I was sitting there one morning waiting for 8 o'clock, 8:30 to come. I heard this
noise behind me, here was this young man who was the janitor. He wanted to court me. There
was a poker there beside the stove. So I picked up this poker, I said, "If you touch me, I will kill
you."
END OF TAPE 1 - SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 1 - SIDE 2

RW-N: ... so you're going back to the story, where you went. ..
FT: Well, I learned later on that he had done other young teachers that same way. And the lady

who lived right next door to the school, she called me and she said, "Ms. Ashe" -- I went back to
'Ashe' -- she said, "You come on and stay at my house in the mornings until it get bright out
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there." So after that I went to her house every morning. I didn't go back to the school because
they said he would repeatedly do this. But here's what he did. He was standing on the bank over
there from the school and throw rocks at the school. And I wasn't about to say anything to him,
you know. So uh, I came home and I cried on the superintendent's shoulder. I told him, I said, "I
just can't go back there another year." And in January of that year I had a nervous breakdown. It
just frightened me to death. So sure enough they moved me the next year. But that was a
harrowing experience, sitting there waiting for him to come, you know, every morning. Because
nobody had told me until it happened, that he would do this. But anyway, I was only there one
year.
RW-N: A full year?

FT: One year. I stayed the full time, but from January to February I didn't work at all, because I

had a nervous breakdown. It just got on my nerves, you know. But after that, uh . .. .
RW-N: What do you mean when you say you had a nervous breakdown?
FT: I was depressed and I was frightened, and. . . He just scared the daylights out of me, and

sitting there in the classroom waiting for him to come in, you know, and he out there throwing
rocks at the building. And his mother lived right across the railroad track. Here's the river, the
school and the railroad track. .. and the houses were on it. And his mother knew he was doing
these things. They didn't do a thing about it. So this lady who lived next door, a Mrs. Moore,
she's still living. I go to see her right now. She just took me in. So I would stay over to her
house 'til it got bright.
AB: Well, how did you convince, after your illness, how did you convince yourself to go back to

that school?
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FT: I didn't go back to that school. Nooo.

Al!:. So when you left there in January ...

.

EI.:, I was sick from January 'til February. (AB: And then... ) And then I went back. I finished a
year there.

Al!:. You went back the first of March or so?

(FT: Yeah, mmm-hmm) And stayed til the end of

the year? (FT: Finished the year there.) But wasn't that hard for you going back?

FT: Yes, it was. But I knew I had Ms. Moore on my side at that time. (AB : Mmm-hmm)
Because they were looking out for me. (RW-N and AB: Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm) But his
mother-, it had happened before, you know, and nobody did a thing about it. I guess this wasn't
the first time he'd done that.

AB: So when that year ended, where did you go next?
FT: I went to a place called Claremont.
RW-N: Would you spell that for us?
FT: Beg your pardon?
RW-N: Would you spell that for us?

ID C-1-a-r-e-m-o-n-t.
RW-N: And let me ask you something else, too. When you were in Nuttall, you were teaching-,
that was a one or two room school? (FT: One room school.) One room. So you had like from
what? One to six grade?

FT: It just so happened that I had, there were some grades were skipped because of the ages of
the children. (RW-N : Yes.) I don't remember exactly what grades I taught now. But I didn't
have them all (RW-N : Yes.) because ofthe scarcity of kids. It was just a little small camp.
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RW-N: So you (FT: coal camp) had a small number of children? (FT: Yeah) Maybe a dozen,
or something?

EI;. Oh, more than that. I had probably eighteen and nineteen, uh-huh. (RW-N: Uh-huh, uh-huh)
You really learned to teach, though

RW-N: And that was your first experience on your own, right? (FT: First, mmm-hmm) Teaching
kids (FT: Yes) at different ages.

FT: Mmm-hmm. I really learned how to teach right there. I didn't learn at State College to
teach.

AB: I was going to ask you, uh, with that normal certificate, did you have to do student teaching
when you . .. (FT: In college?) yes.

FT: Yes,; I did.
AB: But you did student teaching after you got the normal certificate and came back to get the
B. S. or what? When and what time in your student life?

FT: I went at various times in the summer. I didn't go any more in the winter at all. But I would
go in the summer. [coughs] Excuse me. And uh, I finally got my degree.

AB: But you had already taught, and you had to go back and do student teaching?

FT: Mmm-hmm. But I learned how to teach that very first year. After I had a nervous
breakdown I just put everything into my teaching, you know. And uh, but teaching those many
grades ... it was a beautiful experience for me.

RW-N: Now you ' re talking about. . .you're not talking about at Nuttall, are you? (FT: Yes) Oh,
so teaching was a beautiful experience. (FT : Yeah) It was just that this young man was very
upsetting? (FT: Mmm-hrnrn) And then you went on to Claremont after that? (FT: Aft er that,
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mmm-hmm.) And what grade did you teach there?

FT: Oh, that was a two-room school. I taught from the first to the fourth. And the other teacher
taught from the fifth to the eighth.

RW-N: And where is that located? Does it still exist?

FT: Mmmh, nobody's up in that hollow any more I don't think. It's another hollow. You know
we have a lot of hollows around here.

And I taught there for five years, I believe. And kids

who lived up at a place called Thayer, they came down on the school bus to this school at
Claremont.

RW-N: Would you spell that for us, too?

!fii. Thayer?

T-h-a-y-e-r. We picked up kids from Thurmond, Stonecliff, and close to Claremont

kids, they all came to the school. And then above Claremont school was a place called Thayer
and the school bus brought kids from there. And uh, I guess I had around twenty- or twenty-one
kids at that time. I taught from the first to the fourth grade. And uh, the other teacher taught
from the sixth-, fifth to the eighth grades. But uh, I really enjoyed being up there. (AB: How long
were you there?) The parents were so cooperative. I was there for five years. Then I left there
and went up another hollow (chuckles), called Sun, West Virginia, in a two-room school. And
uh, let's see, I don't remember how many kids I had there. But anyway, the parents were very
cooperative there also. And uh, from there I went to Harlem Heights. And uh, from there I went
to Fayetteville Elementary. I was the first black teacher at Fayetteville Elementary. Twenty-three
teachers. But everybody was so nice to me. And they helped me a lot. And uh, you know
Lucille Meadows? She lived in Fayetteville, but she was principal at Haelem Heights. And she
and I had worked together for eight years. And that was a four-room school. And uh, when they
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decided they were going to put a black teacher at Fayetteville Elementary, I was chosen. And I
cried and I cried and I cried. I didn't wasn't to go. I was really happy, you know, at Harlem
Autumn Heights. But anyway, then uh, that was in '58. And ... I stayed, I went to Fayetteville, I
stayed at Fayetteville three years. In those days the roads were very slick. They wouldn't get out
and clean 'em off like they do now. And I drove every morning on those slippery roads. So after
the third year I said, "Mr. Thomas, I just can't do this any more." So he said, "Where would you
like to go?" I said, "Well, anywhere is better than coming this far." So he said, "Well, since you
live in Mount Hope, how would you like to go to Mount Hope?" So, I didn't ever want to come
to Mount Hope because I knew all the kids here, you know. I could have been here before. But
at that time I was desperate. I said, "Yeah, I'll go anywhere." So he, I said, [inaudible] he called
the principal up here and talked to-, and told him he had a teacher there who he would
recommend highly. So then I came to Mount Hope.
RW-N: Now this was the superintendent?
FT: No, this was my principal at, at uh, Fayetteville.
RW-N: And what was his name?
FT: Thomas, his last name was Thomas. And uh, he helped me a lot. And uh, so that's where I

finished . I retired from up here at Mount Hope Elementary.
RW-N: And what year was that?
FT: Seventy-five.
AB: So how many years all told did you teach?
FT: Exactly thirty-five. But I taught in the summer during those-, we had those, what was that

program for the kids? They call it something else now. In the summer the kids went to ...
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AJ!;.. Not Upward Bound?
FT:

No, it was more of a recreational thing.

Um, I can't think what it was now.

But

anyway, we didn't teach them, um, subjects, we taught them manners and etiquette and that sort
of thing. And .. . . But not real teaching. And it was a real joy. I taught for five summers. And
then I retired in '75. (AB: What year... ) A little ahead of the time, because I kept getting the flu
every year, just like I'm doing now. I've done this for years. And they said, "Well, Fannie, why
don't you just retire? You've had your thirty-five years." I wasn't really at the age. So I retired
in '75 because of that. And I'm still having it. [laughing] But I enjoyed my teaching years, I
really did.

RW-N: What kind of a teacher were you?

FT: Good! [laughter] Well, I was always told that I was good anyway. Up here on-, I never
shall forget. One year we put on a little project. I had been to Mexico and I put on a project,
Mexico, Mexican kids. The kids-, we had sombreros and I had, uh, two ladies who were my, uh,
helpers, and the parents. And uh, they made the kids, uh, whatcha' you call them? Ponchos. And
we put on a show. And uh, the day that I had the uh, uh the real program, staged the real
program, uh, the teachers would come in one by one. They couldn't leave their, you know,
classrooms too long. So the principal let 'em come in one by one. And we had things all around.
And uh, what is this big old bag where you put the [inaudible] (AB: Pinnata.) yeah. One of the
parents made that for us. And it was just beautiful. And it was in the paper, and that made me
feel real good, you know. But I really enjoyed my teaching years.

RW-N: What do you think made you a good teacher? What did you do to make you a good
teacher?
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FT: I loved children, the first thing. I always loved children. And I was kind of like my dad. I
wanted to see every child progress, you know. And I did my best. I had the third grade for about
three years. We were doing fourth grade reading, we were doing fifth grade reading, we were
doing third grade problems, fourth grade problems, fifth grade problems, you know. They could
do it. I said, "Well, let 'em do it." And I went along with them.
RW-N: Well, how did you do that? How did you manage it? I mean, were you-, did you have
very (FT: They would always ... ) good organizational skills?

FT: .. .finish, finish their work first. We had some smart kids. And they had a little-, we had
little corners where they could, over-, I had a little table over in the corner. And they would do
that for the extra work. And sometimes I'd give 'em a little prize, you know, to egg 'em on. And
uh .. ..
RW-N: Were you a strict teacher?
FT: Well, I guess I was . . .in a way. I never had any problems. Had a few, but you know,
nothing serious. Cause I always taught the lower-, the first years, I taught the first grade up here
for two years. Then I went to the third grade, and I stayed there until I retired in ' 75 . But uh, I
think it was my love for kids really which made me want to motivate 'em. I had a good
relationship with their parents. I would talk to 'em. If the kid had a problem, you know, I'd get
on the phone and talk to 'em and let them know what was going on. They always knew what was
going on. Somebody was always popping in my room. They would be bringing me things, you
know. And I enjoyed that.
RW-N: But some of these parents are hard to get by telephone. And at one time probably some
of them didn't have telephones. Did you also go to homes? Were there were teacher/parent
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meetings?

FT: I went to the PTA-, we had PTA meetings at that time. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) Now I had
one lady who gave me a problem one year. Uh, the little boy went home and told his mother,
something he told her . .. I've forgotten now what the incident was, but oh, she was very angry.
And she came down to the school and uh, talked to the principal. And uh, he finally let her come
on down to my room. She had to go to him first. He finally let her come on down to my room
and she was very upset. But I forgot what it was now. But he added on a lot of things that
weren't true, you know. And uh, she came two or three times. So the last time she came, I had
saved some of his work. And uhm, and she was saying things that I hadn't done. So I said,
"Well, now I have several of his papers right here," after she kept coming. And I had shown them
to the pm.ncipal and I showed 'em to her. So that stopped her from coming. But she was on me,
oh wow. She wore me out there a few times. But that finally stopped her. Because I started
saving his papers, you know. And uh, she found out that he was telling tales ... 'cause I guess he
just didn't care for me, maybe, you know. I don't know what the problem was. But I'm sure
that's what it was. But anyway, that was the biggest thing I ever had happen to me that I didn't-,
couldn't cope with, you know. 'Cause I got along beautifully with everybody. And we had a
music teacher, Mrs. Tissue; she finally moved to Fayetteville. I believe she has a son over there
now, I believe.
AB: How do you spell her name?

FT: T-i-s-s-u-e. I believe he's a lawyer over there, isn't he? Fayetteville ... Tissue.
RW-N: I know that name.

FT: Tissue. Uh, huh (RW-N: Yeah.) She was music teacher. And sometimes, uh, she'd ask me to
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come in and help her out, and I would. And she and I had a very good relationship. Not that I
knew so much music, but I would help with just [inaudible] as far as I could I would help her with
the music. But I enjoyed every year that I taught. I really, really did.

AB: Did you ever think of, um, doing anything else instead of teaching? To become a beautician
or anything like that?
FT: Uh, beautician, it's funny that you named it. When, when-, those years that I was out when

Galvin was growing up, my dad said, "Well, Fanny, if you don't want to go back to college,"
'cause I was always fixing the kids hair around here, he said, "would you like being a beautician?"
Because I was always doing that. And I thought about it and I said, "Well, give me time to think
it over." But then I decided I would go on back to college. But I sure did. And my
granddaughter here's the same way now. She did the same thing. She likes to fool with hair.
And I talked her into going to college. So she finished . That's Fran's sister.

@.:. So did she go down to State, or ... ?
FT: Uh, they went to Marshall. (AB : Both.) All three of them went to Marshall. Mmm-hmm.

All, and they never came [inaudible], until now.

AB: If we could back up for a moment and let me see if I understand. When you went back to
college, after you'd been out that semester, the year your grades weren't good, you went back to
college that September. You got married when? The next year? (FT: Mmm-hmm) And when
you got married, you got married in Charleston (FT: Mmm-hmm) and you went back to school,
your husband came back up here. (FT: Mmm-hmm) And you stayed in school for the rest of
that year or so. (FT: Yeah, rnmm-hmm) Then you dropped out. Your son was born (FT:
Mmm-hmm) and you had, by that time, enough credits to get a normal certificate, right?
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(FT: Mmm-hmm) So you began-, you got your normal certificate and began to teach? (FT:
Right, uh-huh.) And in the summers you went back to college? (FT: Mmm-hmm) When did you
graduate?
FT: Uh, 1949, the summer of '49.
AB: And your degree is a bachelor of science?
FT: Uh, (AB: In elementary education.) bachelor of arts, I believe, isn't it?.
AB: Bachelor of arts in elementary education. (FT: Mmm-hmm) And Galvin was staying with
your mother and father. They were looking after him while you were in school. (FT: Mmm-

hmm) Did you do any work past the bachelors degree?
FT: I took a course from Marshall at Beckley. They would have teachers come down once a
week and ;J took thirty hours of, uh, classes. Didn't need but six more to get my masters. But uh,
by that time, I was a little tired of school. I just didn't bother about it. But it did raise my salary.
But I never did get that masters degree. I should have, but I didn't. Old lady was getting a little
bit tired now by that time. [chuckling] So I, I didn't feel like I wanted to study, you know.
They told me to write a thesis. I didn't want to do that either.

So I said, "I'm-, just be satisfied

with this thirty and my raise. (chuckle) So that's why I didn't go back and finish. (AB: Mmmhmm)

AB: So of the, the children in the family, everybody had some college experience, but only two of
you (FT: finished) actually graduated?
FT: Absolutely, Uh-huh.
AB: You and Tom? (FT: Mmm-hmm, yeah) We, ah, . . .when you were at DuBois in High
School, did you play any sports?
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.EI;. Oh, yeah, I played basketball.

A!!:, Was there a girls' team that traveled or anything?
FT: Yes, we went all over. Beckley was our rival, just like Mount Hope and Oak Hill are. And
uh, I was the tallest one there, of course. And I was the center. And whenever we played
Beckley, just about everybody from Mount Hope went because they were our rivals really. And
we were pretty good. And, now we started this basketball on this creek bank that I-, school that
I was telling you-, they have uh, uh, I guess they called it a gym, I suppose. (Inaudible] I can get
that mixed up. But I remember that they had a gym down there, and that's where we got our first
basketball experience, in that little gym down there on the creek bank. Then we got the high
school. We couldn't get to high school fast enough to get on the basketball team, you know.
We were pretty good, too.
AB: You traveled to other cities to play. (FT: Oh, yeah.) How did you . ..

EI:. Not cities, these little towns right in close here.

A!!..:. How did you get to those towns?

Did your parents drive you? Or what?

FT: How did we get there? I think we went on a bus, I believe. Mmm, I can't even remember.

Maybe Miss [inaudible] will remember.
AB: Did you spend the night?

FT: Oh, no, no, no, we came back.
AB: Would your father allow you girls to spend the night with each other in the community?

Could you stay away from home ever?
FT: I never did stay away from home. But we always had somebody here with us. I guess that 's

why I never got to stay with anybody [laughs], because always-, someone was always here. Um,
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there was a girl who lived in Pax~ You've heard about Pax? Long Branch Pax? She had no way
to get over here. So she stayed with us, I believe she stayed with us about three years and went.
And then there was a girl from Glen Jean, she could have gotten here; but, uh, she stayed with us
about three years. My daddy never charged them a penny . .. for board and room. And the girl I
told you that came over the fence from next door? She stayed here with us for eighteen years.
She was just like a sister. He never charged her one penny room and board. They offered to pay,
but he wouldn't take it.

(RW-W: How did .. . ) He said, "Just get your education."

RW-N: How did your mother deal with that? Because I get the sense that she was left (FT: They
were together on it.) with a lot of the work, right?

FT: They were together on it. Mmm-hmm..
RW-N: ;So she didn't mind doing that extra work?

FT: Oh, no, no, not at all.
AB: Did you have a prom at your high school? (FT: Oh, yes.) Did you go?
FT: Of course! [laughing] I love to dance. Tom and I, my brother, he was tall. And uh, after we
got older, uh, we would go to dances. We had, uh, what they call the Rose Garden Inn over here
in Beckley. And, uh, this was during the summer time. And uh, Galvin's daddy was tall, and he
and I liked to dance together, too. And Tom would come and, "Man, let me dance with my
sister." And then I-, they were the only two guys that I would dance with all night. Because both
of them like to do-, we liked to do the same things, you know. Oh, we loved dancing. We would
have parties, my mom would have parties here at the house, course we didn't do any dancing, but
we would have little parties.

And uh, we were very sociable, very sociable.

you, in the summer time uh, uh, this child's cousin would get up a minstrel.
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And as I told
And we would put

on this show and charge people a nickel to come in. [laughing]
AB: This is the children in the community?

EI;. Yeah! Just all, we were all kids.
AB: And where-, where would you hold this minstrel?

ID There was a-, where Toni's house is, that was a vacant lot there.

Big lot, great big lot.

We'd put up this tent. And uh ...
RW-N; And you're talking about right down the street here?

FT: Yeah, right across the street, right down here. And we also would go, uh ... what do we call
it? We would go to, uh, a place up in, this was up in Raleigh County. Her mother and my
brothers and sisters and most of the kids around here, we went, uh,- we'd go up and stay a week.
Up in the woods, we'd carry our tent and blankets and things like that, and food. And uh, they
wouldn't stay a week. Because the first night I went, we had straw beds. And I felt something
moving under me. And I screamed and woke up everybody. They brought me home the next
day. [laughing] But I was always scared of anything that moved, you know. But we had such a
beautiful childhood. Beautiful childhood. Everybody knew everybody, everybody was friendly
with everybody, Momma's and Daddy's and kids. We had our fights and rough times, too, but
mostly good times.
RW-N: Did you ever have any hard economic times in your family?

FT: Even during the Depression we-, my daddy still had kids in school. He had a pretty good
job, and my mom worked also. And then we worked in college. See, Tom had a job and I had a
job, so we really didn't have too much of a problem. We've always done very, very well.
RW-N: When you were a child, urn, did you have any sense of how you fit into the community
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economically? Did you feel that you had about what the other kids had or a little bit more or a
little bit less?

FT: Never crossed my mind. We were just everybody's-, everybody knew everybody. You know,
in a little community like this, everybody knows everybody, everybody-, and all the grownups
knew all the grownups and we all went to the same church. We all sang in the same choir. (RWN : Mmm,hmm) And we did everything together. It was always a bunch. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)
You didn't go with just one or two; (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) there was a bunch all that time. And
that helped us.

RW-N : And you pretty much felt as a child that more or less what you wanted you got? You
didn't feel deprived? (FT: No, didn't ever.)

AB: Yowdidn't feel poor?
RW-N: Didn't feel poor.
FT: Never, never.
AB: Never envied a dress or so that you couldn't have?
FT: I think my daddy overdid it sometimes, you know, so that we would feel secure. He was just
a, just a husband, you know, and a dad, a father. Not only to us, but to anybody, anybody else's
who needed help. He was right there to help.

AB: You spoke of your uncle, who was a minister. How did he manage with his education to-,
enough education to become a minister when your father didn't have that same ..

FT:

I didn't (AB : ... opportunity) know him until I got grown.

this way.
years.

He never did come over

He and my daddy would-, I don't think my daddy, sometimes didn't see him for

He was a minister.

Uh, William his name was, William Ashe. And uh, finally, one
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summer his wife came over, and she stayed with us about couple of weeks, I believe. But uh,
only saw my daddy' s brother one time. He was tall. He looked kind of like an Indian. My daddy
looked like an Indian. And uh, but they would, they never were close. It seems like. . . looked
like my daddy when he was young, he worked for a white family. And he lived there with them,
sort of slave-like. But they treated him beautifully. And uh, but then he decided he was coming
to West Virginia. At one time it seems to me he carried that man' s name. I just don't remember.
But anyway, he and his brother weren't very close.

AB: Did you know your grandparents?
FT: My grandmother, my mother's mother, came here maybe two or three times. I can see her
now. As I told you we had this fireplace. She had-, she was oflndian descent. And she would
put her rncker right here, and she smoked this pipe. And she had a scarf she tied on her head.
And she would sit there and rock and smoke that and I had a little rocker and I would come over
here and sit beside her. I wanted to smoke [laughs], I wanted to do everything she did. But she
was a lovely person. She didn't do much talking.

AB: Do you remember her name?
FT: No, I sure don't. You know I hadn't thought of that. I sure don't. I have her picture. You
now, in those days they made these great big pictures. I have her picture in there right now that
Mom left here. But uh . .. .

RW-N: So your mother came from a, a background where there was some Indian in the family
(FT: There was . . . ) on her mother's side? (FT: Mmm-hmm) How about on her father' s side?
Did you know anything about your grandfather?

FT: I-, you know, I never heard anything about my grandfather.
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RW-N: Did your mother have sisters and brothers?

FT: Oh, yeah. Still have some in Washington now.
RW-N: They didn't live here though?
FT: No, they, after uh, they grew up, they went to Washington.
RW-N: Because she had several sisters and brothers?
FT: She had ... one was his named Walter. I met two or three of them. Because the sister I told
you went to Howard University, after she quit college, she lived there. And I would go up in the
summer and stay with her sometimes. And I met these other relatives. Um, a sister of my
mother's had uh, oh, let me-, she had about seven boys. And at that time I knew them all because
we kept in contact. But the last few years, (RW-N:: yeah) you know how you just lose contact
with people.

RW-N: So these were your first cousins?
FT: Yeah, my first cousins, un-huh. I have some in New York that I haven't seen for years and
years and years (RW-N : UH-huh, uh-huh).

One of them came here one summer and stayed

with us. And I've even forgot her name, it's been so long, you know. You just lose track of
people.

RW-N: Now your, now your father's uh, background, ifwe can go back to that again, you said
that he also looked Indian. Do you think there was Indian in his background, too?

FT: He didn't talk about it too much, but I think so. Look like he didn't want to talk about it.
RW-N: So you're not sure, but you think perhaps ... ?
FT: No, I'm not sure. Now he had a stepsister named Effie. And he brought her here when they
came from North Carolina to live. And she got married pretty soon and left here. She lived over
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at a little place called Scarbro. (RW-N: Yeah.) And uh, she had a daughter who came here and
she stayed with us and go home on weekends; went to the high school. And in the meantime,
um, um, about six fellows from Mexico came over there to work. You know, they were making
good money and they heard about how much good money. (RW-N: You mean in the mines?)
In the mines, uh-huh. So one weekend, this girl, my daddy's sister's child, didn't come back to go
to school. She'd stay here the whole week and she'd go home on weekend. So my daddy got a
taxi and went over there to see why she didn't come to school. She had married one of these
Mexican guys. And that was the end of her story. So uh, right now, I keep in contact with those
kids; her kids, they call me Mommy.

AB: Where are they?
FT: They are in, most of them in California, some of them in Mexico. I've been to all ofthem's
homes down through the years. They were here, they come every year to the reunion. (RW-N:
Mmm-hmm) You said, "Well, how in the world did you get mixed up with Mexicans?" And I
had to tell the whole story, you know, go through all of that. But they're beautiful people; I just
love them. And I knew their mommy. So they call me "Mommy." Because she and I slept in that
bed for years and years together.

RW-N: Now this was your ...
FT: And she was smart in school. My daddy wanted her to finish so badly. But she got mixed up
with guy; she married him.

RW-N: This was your father's, uh, step-sister... half-sister (FT: Half-sister's children.), halfsister's, is that right?. Uh-huh. So one of your father's parents married again or ... there was a
half relationship here somehow with the children.
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AB: You said step-sister.
RW-N: Was it step-, or half-?
FT: Who, the girl that married the Mexican? (RW-N: Yes.) My daddy's step-, my half-sister.
(RW-N: Half-sister.) half-sister's daughter. Right.

RW-N: Okay. So what do you know about his parents? (FT: Who?) Your daddy's parents.
FT: Not one thing. Not one earthly thing. And you know in growing up you didn't think about
talking about those things. Now I wish I had, you know. (RW-N: Yes, uh-huh.) Because I don't
know one thing about all. Only knew that brother in Williamson. And that just happened. I
don't think he even told us about that, because they weren't close, for some reason. As I said, I
think my daddy worked for and lived with these white people when he was growing up. (RW-N:
Yes.) WGrked on the railroad. (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) Cause he used to sing this song about uh,
"Working on the railroad" [singing a line from a song], something like that, uh-huh. And I would
pick it up on piano and he would just love it, "Come on, baby, play my piece for me," you know.
{RW-N: Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmmm) But, uh, I don't think he was, he was reared up with his
brothers and sisters, too much. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm.) Now, in the summer when he would get
his vacation-he got his vacation every year-there was a, a cousin ... what was her name? I
can't remember her name now. Cherry, Cherry. He would go to Cherry's. She would have
seemed to have been the only person he dealt with down in, uh, Wadesboro. That seemed to have
been a half-sister. His father I think was white. (AB : Your father's father?) I think so. From
what I . ...
AB: Would it have been, would they have been related to this family that he lived with?
FT: Could have been. I don ' t remember. Because as I say, he wouldn't, he didn ' t talk about it.
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Look like he didn't want us to know. Or we just didn't, weren't inquisitive, you know. Growing
up you didn't care what happens, you know. But uh, he did know this brother in Williamson,
half-bro-, I guess it must have been his half-brother. He was tall and light-skinned, .

AB: So he had a half -brother and a half-sister? (FT: Yeah, right.) Were they younger?
FT: Yeah, the sister was, Effie. She lived here with us. (RW-N: Yes.)
AB: Did they share the same father or the same mother? Do you know?
FT: Now I don't-mother, the same mother. Her name was Cherry. Mmm-hmm.
AB: And so, and then he had a cousin named Cherry, too?
FT: Let's see now . .. who was Cherry? Let me see....

Cherry seemed to have been . .. my

dad's mom, I believe.

AB: And is that who he would go back to North Carolina to visit on his vacations?
(FT: Mmm-hmm) So he would go visit his mother?

FT: [pausing for thought] I'm not going to say, because I really just don't remember. But uh,
.my daddy wasn't a talker. He talked to Momma. But, you know, he was just a worker and a
good father and a good husband. Took care of things. But ... I remember him ... Momma, we
learned all this from Momma, you know, about the relatives and that sort of thing. (RW-N :
Right.) Because he never talked about it.

RW-N: So but you certainly did not know any grandparents on his side? (FT: No.) No .
FT: But I knew my momma's momma.
RW-N: Right. And you think, think maybe there was some white on his side?
(FT: Mmm-hmm) And maybe some Indian. (FT: Mmm-hmm) But you don't have . .

FT: The Indian part was on my mamma's side.
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RW-N: Yes. But you did say he looked In-, that your dad looked Indian.
FT: He was fair, uh-huh, red hair ... my dad.
RW-N: So that could have been white, too, maybe. (FT: Yeah, mmm-hmm) Or some
combination. (FT: Yeah, mmm-hmm.) So you have a lot ofrelatives, but when you were growing
up, you didn't have a lot of them around, did you?. (FT: Right.) But your house was a
community house (FT: Yeah.) it sounds-, it sounds like.

FT: Yeah, all the kids around. We had these two old swings on the front porch. We'd sit out
there nights, sing and just did things kids do. We'd come in here in the winter time; this was our
playing room in here. And uh, in the summer time the porch was the playroom. (RW-N: Mmmhmm) And we had a big old back yard with a big old apple tree. We'd put tables out there and
cook and just have fun, you know. This was some of-, uh, this house was some of kids
playground, because there was so many ofus with the various ages, you know. So we really had
a lovely childhood.

AB: Did you ever hear, when you were growing up, any stories of slavery in your family? (FT:
No, mm-mm, never did.) Your grandmother, when she came to visit, never told you any stories?

FT: She was the most non-talkable woman that you'd ever-she'd sit there and smoke that pipe
and rock and she was just content, looked like, to be here. You ask her a question, she'd answer
you. But she never, you know, bothered about talking too much, as far as I can remember.
Because I was a very little girl at that time. But I would come in and sit with her; I loved my
grandma. You know how kids are about their grandma.

RW-N: Do you remember when she passed? (FT: Oh, no, rnmm-hrnm, no, I don't.) Because
she, she came and you loved her while she was here. But in other ways-, in other ways she was
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kind of far away from you.

FT: Right, mmm-hmm. I never went there. She only came here maybe three or four times. Not
too often.

AB: Did your mother go to her at all?
FT: Now my daddy would go, when he would get his vacation, he would go to North Carolina.
My sister went with-, my oldest sister went with him one summer. And after she came back and
told us how it was, we didn't want to go with dad, the outhouses, you know. She said she was
sitting in the outhouse one day, she looked up and there was a, a black snake across the rafter.
She said she didn't go out there any more. [laughing] She cut her visit short and came home.

RW-N: You never remember living in a home that had an outhouse?
FT: We always had a bathroom. I've taught in schools that had outhouses.
RW-N: Sure, a lot of homes had outhouses, right. So that's why I was asking. (FT: Yeah.
Mmm-hmm) So that's why I was asking. (FT: Yeah, mmm-hmm.)

AB: You mentioned the church earlier. Was the church an important influence in your life?
FT: Oh, yes, and my daddy was a staunch deacon. You know, those days you got on your knees
and prayed, you know. And I remember one time my mother wanted to buy him a light tan suit.
He said, "Now, Ada, you know I got to get on my knees in church. And I don't need a light tan
suit." And we laughed about that [inaudible] for the longest time-get my daddy a black suit or a
brown suit, because he didn't want to get his knees dirty. [laughing] But he was a staunch
deacon. Now he didn't allow us to bring cards. We played dominoes, checkers, whatever else.
But the one thing he didn't know was, there was a drugstore on the corner and this sister,
Virginia, look like that was his pet for some reason or another, after me. And uh, he had an
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account down there. Ginny would go down there and get a deck of cards and he didn't know
about it until he got his bill. And we would slip in here and play cards. And we'd hear him
coming down the hall. (clears her throat) He'd always do that. We'd say, "Here come Poppa."
And we'd get rid of them cards real fast. [laughing] And when he found out that uh, she had
gotten got these cards, oh, he bawled us all out. So Momma told him, she said, "Now, now let
'em alone." She said, "Now our kids are right here at home and they're not doing anything. Let
'em play cards. There's no harm in playing cards." So finally he decided, "Well, okay, I'll let 'em
play cards." But that's how we got to play cards. And we played checkers, and all [inaudible]
But no cards, as he thought.
AB: What church did you go to? (FT: Right here.) What is it? What's the name ofit?
FT: Ah. there were two. At first the church was over on the comer there and-everybody went

to that one. Baptist people went to their own church. They had a disagreement of some kind and
they split. Some went to this church over here and some went here. And we, we built this
church here. And uh, down through the years I never did know what the split was about. Of
course, I was a little girl at the time. But anyway, just last year, the two churches got back
together. Now we just have the one church. We've been trying to do it for years and years and
years, and finally it happened.
AB: And what is the name of the church?
FT: United Missionary Baptist, after we got together

AB: And what was it before?
FT: First Baptist. (AB: First Baptist.) Mrnm-hmm. I was made trustee in '66. And I served as

trustee until last year, when they merged. I thought it was time for an old lady to take a back
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seat. I was also the clerk of the church for. . . mmmh, twenty-some years.
· AB: You didn't play at church?
FT: Oh, yeah. Momma used to drag me on Sunday afternoons. You know how they'd go up in

these little hollows to sing? The preacher would always have some--Momma, I had to go with
Momma. The other kids went to the matinee. I'd cry every Sunday. I'd have to have this cry
because I had to go with Momma. She took the baby with her. All the other kids at the movies.
But I played for the choir for years. And I'm still playing for choirs. And uh, I enjoy it now, of
course.
AB: So when you were, uh, growing up, you all went to church on Sunday?
FT: Sunday and whatever that-, when that door opened, for anything, the Ashes were there.

Because my daddy-they didn't send us, they took us. [chuckles] All ofus. Even the little bitty
twins. They would sit in church and fight each other like this, you know. But yeah, we were
reared up right in church. Sunday School, church, whatever was on.
AB: Vacation Bible School?
FT: Oh, yeah, yeah. And at Christmas time they'd have this big old tree. My dad, I told you

worked for New River Company. And uh, they would furnish all the candies and fruit at, at
Christmas time for my daddy to give to his church. They did that down through the years, as long
as he worked for them. And uh we looked forward to Easter programs. They don't do this any
more.
AB: Tell me about the Easter programs.
FT: We had 'em every year. We-, it was always something going on. And we were country kids,

but there was a lot of talent around .

Some of us could sing, some could dance and do a little
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bit of everything. I was always the piano player. Eunice and I, my next-door neighbor, plays a
lot, too. In fact, she was a high school, uh, music teacher for years and years and years. But
anyway, uh, I was the choir. . . . They had, uh, an organist, who was an elderly lady. And she
was always, looked like something-, was sick or something on Sundays. Then I would have to
take over for her. Miss Princess Lewis, I should never forget her. And uh (AB : Princess?)
Princess. Her name was Princess, Princess Lewis. And uh, if she was sick and didn't come to
church, I would take over, you know. I didn't want to, but Momma made me. She gave me that
look. I knew what that meant, you know. So I followed 'em around for years and years. So now
it's just in me. Now I have two choirs now that I take care of

AB: Do you belong to the singing conventions over at Harlem Heights?
FT: I don:t have time. I go occasionally when I can. But I just don't really have the time. With
my duties here at this church and then playing for these other two churches. The churches I play
for, the minister preaches, you know how they do, two Sundays here and two Sundays there.
And uh, they have the second and fourth Sundays at Summerlee and first and third Sunday at
Glen Jean. Well, I first started playing at Glen Jean. And that was just twice a month. Well,
when the pastor-, I found out the pastor pastored both churches and we all had just a few in the
choir, and I said, "Well, why don't we just merge?" So it was a good idea. So now the two
choirs sing together. Which makes me go just about every Sunday ifl want to . But a lot of
Sundays I don't go because I would go to my own church. So I promised 'em last year, I said,
"Well, now I'll come to you all once each, each-on the fourth Sunday I go to Summerlee, on the
first Sunday I go to Glen Jean.

RW-N: And your role is to play the organ for them, is that right? When you go to the choirs
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what do you do?
FT: I play .. . (RW-N: You play the organ?) No, the piano. (RW-N : The piano.) Mmm-hmm.

(RW-N : Okay.)
AB: Do you rehearse with those choirs too?

FT: Oh, yeah, mmm-hmm.
AB: So that keeps you pretty busy then?
FT: It does. Mmm-hmm. And I'm thinking on quitting. [chuckling] I'm getting tired.
AB: What about with the choir at your own church? Are you involved with that?
FT: I sang with them for years and years and years. And Eunice, next door. We have a beautiful

Fayette County chorus. Um, they went to Gallipolis Sunday. But I don't sing with them any
more. So uh, I was talking to her just yesterday, and I said, "Eunice, I believe I'm coming back to
your chorus," Because I did enjoy it, you know. But getting up and down steps sometimes I
have a problem. And um, it's just time to quit sometimes, you know. There comes a time when
you just don't need to do those things. And I don't want people-, put people out, you know,
helping me up and down the steps. "Well, where's Fannie?" You know, they all look out for me,
but I don't want them to do that. I want them to do their own thing. Because Fanny can stay at
home, you know. And that's what Fanny's planning to do, too. [chuckling] Yeah, now I'm
having choir rehearsal tomorrow night, but I'm not going down, I'm going to have them come
here, (AB : Mmm-hmm) because it's cold at night. And 97 years old woman ain't got no business
out there in that cold, so I told 'em to come here and we'd rehearse here. [Correct age of FT is
87]
AB: Was your mother as active in the church as your father was?
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FT: Oh, yeah. She sang in the choir and they had mission circles and pastor's aid. They had all
kinds of-, different kinds of clubs, you know.
AB: Did you have prayers and what-not at home?
FT: Oh, yeah, yeah. We'd get around this table. And uh, each ofus had our own little prayer.
I'm a good prayer. [laughing]
AB: You had to say these out loud?

FT: Oh, yeah. And Lawrence and Tom used to sit over there; they were little rascals. You know
how twins are. Some-, we used to have the preacher-, you know, at that time you always invited
the preacher on Sundays. And uh, one Sunday Lawrence and Tom went in. We had a, a coal
stove. And Momma had baked these two chickens. Lawrence and Tom went in there and cut the
legs off the hen. [chuckling] And Momma went in, she said, "Where in the world .. .? " She
knew exactly what had happened. [laughing] But there wasn't nothing she could do about it. The
preacher was here. But wasn't no legs on that chicken. [laughs] They would do the most
ridiculous things. Stick 'em in the pocket and they'd sit there-they always sat .. .
END OF TAPE 1 - SIDE 2
BEGIN TAPE 2- SIDE 1
AB: Today is December 14

th

,

1999. Rita Wicks-Nelson and Ancella Bickley are at the home of

Mrs. Fannie Ashe Thomas in Mount Hope, West Virginia.
RW-N: Mrs Thomas, are we set? Yes, we're ready? (FT: Hopefully)
AB: I wanted to ask about Mount Hope and what social life was like in Mount Hope as an adult
when you came back. You talked to us about your father and the kids coming here to the house
and what-not. But what happened when you were here as an adult working? Were there dances
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or parties or what?

FT: We always had clubs. We had,uh, a Club 13; we organized in '46, I believe it was. And
there were 13 of us. And uh, our biggest project was just to have fun. And uh, every year we
had Thanksgiving party and Christmas party. And during the year we'd have affairs.

And uh,

of course, you know, in these small places everybody knows everybody. Places would be running
over. We' d be having a grand time. And uh, there was an organization called the . . .what'd they
call themselves? I can't think [inaudible]. Anyway, but there were always clubs and things,
always somewhere to go, something to do. We just kept busy.

AB: And, and were these activities in uh, held in homes or was there a public place that you
rented to have parties or something?

FT: We used to have a big armory up here. And that's where we'd have all the dances. Cab
Calloway, Blanche Calloway, Duke Ellington. These small places, but we always got all those big
bands in here for some reason. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And uh, we all loved to dance. And uh, then
they' d have some of the things at the high school, of course. And uh, but the armory was really
the center.

AB: Were these parties that you all would have formal parties? I mean, did you wear-, men wear
tuxes and long dresses and things like that?

FT: No, no, mm-mm. Just casual dress. Mmm-hmm. We'd just play cards and dance and have
a good time.

AB: What about, uh, lodge activities? Uh, Knights of Pythias, anything like that here?
FT: Yeah, my daddy was a Mason. (AB: Mmm-hmm) Oddfellows and what's ... ? Mason, Odd
Fellows . . .I don ' t remember the others. Maybe those were the only two . But we used to have a
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big-we called it a community center. It was-first it was, it was church. And then after they
built this church here, they turned that church down there into just a community center, upstairs
and downstairs. And the funny thing, they used to tell us that the Oddfellows had a ghost
upstairs. That was to keep us from going up there. And we wouldn't go either. [laughing] So we
had-, but it was a large place. And we used to have dances down there and choir rehearsals and
that sort of thing.

AB: Mmm-hmm. Was there a restaurant, a black restaurant in town?
FT: Yes. You know where Eunice lives right there? (AB : Mmm-hmm) There used to be a
drugstore on this side of her, her house. Uh, there was a Doctor Gray who came here from
Memphis, Tennessee, I believe. And there was a two-story house there on the other side, and he
lived upstairs. And he ran this, uh, drugstore. And he was here for a number of years. And he
became ill.

AB: And he had a restaurant as a part of the drugstore?

FT: The restaurant was right next door, between .. ..
AB: Was it his restaurant?
FT: No, it wasn't. A Mr. Sampson used to run that restaurant. And then my next-door neighbor
used to run two or three different [inaudible] from hand to hand. (AB : Mmm-hmm) And uh . ..
it didn't last too long, though. (AB: Mmm-hmm) These people around here, you know, you eat
at home. In these little bit oflittle places like this. (AB: Uh-huh) But uh, we enjoyed going over
there getting a meal over there on Sundays, especially.

AB: Did people who come-, came in from the coal mining areas use that restaurant, too, or were
there mostly local people who used it?
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FT: Just locally usually.
AB: Mrnm-hmm. And this Dr. Gray was a pharmacist? A medical doctor?
FT: Mrnm-hmm, a pharmacist.
AB: When you need medical attention, or needed medical attention during those days, who was
your physician? Was there a black physician here?
FT: There was not a black physician here in Mount Hope. But there was one in Beckley. Maybe
you heard of Dr. Grandeson? He has a daughter now over there. But uh, we always had
excellent doctors. And the company, if you worked for the company, you know, they always
afforded you a company doctor. And uh, we were always blessed with very good doctors.
AB: So you never had any problem, uh, black-white problems and things like medicine (FT: No.)
or so here?
FT: You know, I don't know. We were all just good neighbors and good friends.
RW-N: What hospitals did you go to?
FT: I was born in the hospital in uh ... what the name of that little place? McKendry, West
Virginia. And we have a hospital over here at Oak Hill that's always been there as long as I can
remember. That was the closest one.
RW-N: And, and how were black people treated in that hospital years ago?
FT: As far as I remember, very well.
RW-N: Was there any-, were there any rules about going in to, being seen in certain parts or
being placed on certain wards? I mean, some of the hospitals we have heard were like that.
There was a black section, a wrute section.
FT: If there were, I didn't know about it. But I'm sure there were because everything else was
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segregated. We had a big movie house up here and the Negroes had to go upstairs, of course.
Whites sat downstairs. We settled that one day ... Thanksgiving. [chuckles] We decided we
weren't going upstairs any more. [chuckles] And had a popcorn machine downstairs. So we just
throwed popcorn all the way up those steps. And uh, the next day when we came back, we'd go
on a Sunday afternoon-, usually on Saturday and Sunday, because there was no school. And uh,
he said, "Well, since you all are gonna have so much popcorn we decided to just let you sit down
here." And that's the way we got out of the ... [chuckle].

AB: That's when you were still in high school?

FT: Uh-huh. Probably grade school. (AB: Really?) Yeah. (AB: Uh . .. ) We were mean little
rascals.

RW-N: And there was never any fuss about that in the community? It just changed that way?
FT: Uh, that did it, that helped to do it, mmm-hrnm.

But in a small place like this-, we knew

all the white folks and they knew all ofus. We didn't do a lot of mingling, of course. And uh,
right across here where this lot is?

A white family lived there for years.

And uh, a guy who

owns this American Hardware down here now, I don't know what-as I told you, this field right
down here, they'd come down here and play with us sometimes. (RW-N: Yes.) A white family
lived at the end of the street. (RW-N: Yes.) But uh, I don't remember having any problems at
all.

AB: Did you ever hear of any Klan activity up here?
FT: Oh, yes, there was, mmm-hmm. But they never did any harm to anybody. They'd have these
marches, you know. (RW~N: Here in town?) Oh, yeah, mmm-hmm, right down Main Street.
AB: Hmmm) My brothers would go get under the bed. [laughter] (AB: And hide?) Scared to
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death. But you get used to those things, you know.

RW-N: Did you know they were coming a head of time when they had the marches?
FT: You know I don't remember. But uh, I'm sure we didn't.
AB: But it happened more than once?
FT: Oh, yes, they had their regular march. Tall hats and all. (AB: Mmm-hmm) I thought they
looked pretty good. [laughter]

RW-N: Did you ever go to the marches?
FT: It was like a parade to me.
RW-N: Did you go to the marches? You did.
FT: Yeah, I'd be watching, you know, peeping around to see what was going on.
AB: But there was never any violence or anything (FT: Oh, no ... ) associated with that?
FT: Not that I remember. And I'm sure there wasn't, uh-uh. They used to bum a cross up on this
hill, way back there on the hillside. But they didn't bother the blacks. We were amicable, very,
hmm-mmm ..

AB: Was there an NAACP chapter here?
FT: NAACP? (AB: Uh-huh) Oh, yeah. We still have one that's very active.
AB: Uh-huh. Did that create any stir belonging to the NAACP or anything like that? Did
people .... ? (FT: The Klan?) Yeah.

FT: I don't remember them doing any of that. (AB: Hmm-mmm) They may have, but I don' t, I
don't remember it. I think I would have remembered, had it happened. (AB: Hmm-mmm) But
I'm sure it didn't.

AB: Was there any civil rights activity here, I mean, during the 60's when things would be
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integrated? Was there any . . .any spilloff here, uh, about that?

FT: Yes, at the high school they had a lot of problems over there with the kids, getting into
fights, you know, and that sort of thing. (AB: Uh-huh) But as far as adults it wasn't too bad.
Most of it was among the youngsters I think. The first two or three years they integrated, though,
it was pretty rough.

AB: Is that right? (FT: Mmm-hmm) How so?

FT: It finally settled down. The black kids and white kids get to fighting and fussing, you know,
about that sort of thing. (AB : Uh huh) And uh, I think the NAACP got into one of those . . ..
You know after I retired I left here completely. And I don't remember too much about it. But
uh, it seemed to me the NAACP got into something about that. You'd have to ask somebody
else. (AB : Mmm-hmm) But uh, they were always active, the NAACP was. If anything came up,
they'd jump right in. And they're still doing it.

AB: When the schools integrated, uh, and you began teaching in an integrated school, you didn't
have any personal, or did you have any personal problems with the integration?

FT: The first year I went to Fayetteville, I was the first black teacher there. And the principal was
standing there with me at the door that morning. I wondered why he kept standing there with me.
Word had gotten around, this black teacher's coming. And here came this lady with her little boy.
And she said to him, "I hear my son's going to be in a black woman' s room. I don't want him in
there. He' s not used to black folks." Mr. Thomas said, "Well, now this is a good chance fo r him
to get used to them, because he's going to be right in Mrs. Thomas' room." He had all the names
on the door, the kids who were in my room. She got to be one of my best fiiends before school
was out. (AB : Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm)

But that ' s the only incident I remember.
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Now one

of the white teachers wasn't too friendly. But she was up on second floor, so I didn't have to
come in contact with her.

RW-N: Was other teachers friendly with you?
FT: They were just too friendly, you know, they overdid it. They wanted to make me welcome.

(RW-N: Yes, right.) And uh, and they did. (RW-N: Okay, yes, I think you did mention that.) I
see them sometimes now and we just have a big time talking. But they were lovely to me. All but
this one lady.

RW-N: So you're saying your own personal experiences were fine, right, except for that one
incident? But you know that there was some problems, at least in the high school among the kids,
among the students.

ID I never taught in the high school.
RW-N: And you never taught there so .. . .yes.

FT: Oh this, this was in-, the white-, the high school here I'm talking, telling you about where
they had the problems. (RW-N: Yes, Uh huh) But uh ... .

RW-N: Is it your impression that in general the integration of the schools went relatively
smoothly in West Virginia?
FT: No, they didn't.

RW-N: Tell-, can you tell us about that?
FT: We had all kinds of problems. Well, it was the same thing, you know The kids just, I

don't know, not being used to being around-, some of them-, see, they, they'd bring kids in, in to
Mount Hope from other places. (RW-N: Yes.)
around .

(RW-N: Yes.)

This is the center here.

We bring kids from all

And a lot of them hadn 't had the experiences that these kids here
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in Mount Hope had had with white people. And uh, it just created problems. The teachers
seemed to·have taken good, pretty good care ofit, as far as I know.

RW-N: Was there, uh, do you know ofinstances where black teachers were not treated well by
administrators? Do you think that integration caused black teachers to lose jobs, or to get shifted
in jobs in ways that (FT: Yes, I've heard ... ) were not. . ..

FT: ... of that because uh-in fact, my daughter-in-law, Francetta, they were going to uh, he
was going to replace her with a white teacher. And she went to the board about it. And she also
got a lawyer I think. And he helped her because she stayed. (AB : Mrnm-hmm)

It resulted in

(inaudible] .

RW-N: Oh, they were going to move her out of the school. . ..
FT: Move her out and put a white teacher in, mmm-hmm.
RW-N: And she would just lose a job?
FT: No, she-, they were going to replace her. But she, she lived right here in Mount Hope.
(RW-N: Uh-huh) Why would she have to move?

AB: She would go some other place. [overlapping voices]

FT: To go to another school. Go somewhere else.
RW-N: She would go some place else and she fought back.

FT: Uh-huh. And she was an excellent teacher, and a lovely person. But she fought it. And she
had some help, of course.
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RW-N: Now you just mentioned her name a moment ago. I didn't catch it. What was her name?
FT: Francetta Jackson, my daughter-in-law.
RW-N: Franzella? Would you spell that?

ID Francetta.

F-r-a-n-c-e-t-t-a. I just love her like my own daughter.

AB: Uh, though-, so then, both the integration of schools and the whole civil rights picture wasn't

a bad one, I guess, here?
FT: I would say it wasn't. Uh, no, no, not as bad as some places have, terrible times, but we

didn't go through all that.
AB: Mmm-hmm. And restaurants and hotels and things like that, there were no problems there

either?
FT: Well. . . after so long there wasn't. It was at first. They didn't want to accept us, you know.

But they finally opened up and uh, everything went smoothly.
AB: Uh, you said, uh, earlier about coming back here. Did you ever live away from Mount

Hope?
FT: Only with Galvin. I didn't-, uh, my home was always here. (AB; Uh huh) But I would go

and stay with my son for months after, after I retired. (AB: Uh-huh) I would go out in
September. . .because he had two children I would take care of the children mostly . And I would
stay until April and come back and pay my IRS [inaudible] IRS. [laughing]. And uh, but I did
that every year for years.

A!t_ Mmm-hmm. That's since he's been in California?
FT: Uh-huh. He left here in '68.

AB: Now he came to West Virginia University.
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FT: There's where he met you, wasn't it?
AB: Right, and did a master's degree at, at West Virginia University. Was that in social work?
FT: Music.
AB: In music. (FT: Mmm-hmm) Uh, what does he play? Does he play an instrument?
FT: Yes, and he teaches. He taught band in Los Angeles public schools, uh, uh, public schools
his first two years, and won an award. Very good at it. Then he moved down to, moved up in
northern California.

AB: Right, he was in San Jose.
FT: San Jose, uh-huh. And he' s always stuck to that music. And his son is doing the same thing.
I'm so proud of him. And Galvin has a little band now.

AB: Dance band or (FT: Uh huh) something?
FT: Mmm-hmm. I have a little picture of his band in there somewhere. It's all mixed. People up
there in California, color doesn't mean a thing. He has Spanish men in the band, he has white
guys in the band, he has some-, one Arab fellow. It' s fourteen of them, I think. And they just
have a grand time. Every year they have a party, a banquet or something, you know, for the-,
invite their wives and all. And uh, no problems.

RW-N: I'm a little bit confused now. I know that you married when you were quite young [FT
chuckling] to Galvin's daddy, right? (FT: Yeah.) And then you came home after-, you divorced
some place along the line and you came home. And you returned to college after that, right?

(FT: Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm.) But you married again, is that correct?
FT: Yes, ma' am, I'll tell you about that. I have been married four times. (RW-N : Oh, okay,
okay.) I was a spoiled brat. I thought I had to have my way [inaudible] couldn't have my way,
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but I was determined to have it anyway. Uh, I was married to Galvin's daddy.

AB: And his name was?
:EI:,Jackson.

AB: Uh, his first name.
FT: David.
AB: David, David Jackson.

FT: Galvin' s named after him. (AB: Uh-huh.) And then I married Mr. Broom. (AB: Groom?)
Broom, B-r-o-o-m. (AB : Mmm-hmm.) I married him because he was so good to Galvin. I
shouldn't say that. But he lov-he and Galvin got along beautifully, which meant a lot to me, you
know. By this time Galvin was about 12, 13 years old. And he had a poolroom up here. And
Galvin would go help him in the poolroom. And they just got along beautifully. I said, "Now
that's the kind of man I need for my son as a father." And uh, we stayed married until ' 57. He
became ill.

RW-N: So you were married how long? Approximately?
FT: From forty-, when did I marry Broom? Forty-seven I believe. And he died in fifty, fiftyseven. We lived up on Main Street. We were buying a home up there.

RW-N: And he continued to be good to your boy?

ID He was a miner at first, and he got hurt in the mines. Then when ·he came out he decided to
open up this poolroom up here. And of course Galvin would go up and help him. And uh, after he
passed-, I divorced him before he died. And uh, that' s when my daddy told me to come on back
home . I had an apartment up the street there. And my daddy made me come on back home and
live here. Galvin was in, in college at the time, if I'm not mistaken. Then I married a third time. I
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buried him. Then I married a fourth time. [chuckle] I buried him. And I'm still here. I was a Mrs.
Agee (AB: How do you spell that?). Then I was a Mrs. Thomas. That was my last husband.
AB: Uh, (FT: All of them gone.) Agee, how do you spell that?

FT: A-g-double e.
RW-N: So you were widowed two times?

FT: I was a widow, yeah, mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Let me ask you a question seriously and if you don't want to answer it you don't have to.
You have, with a smile, said uh, "Well, I just wanted my own way too much." Is it really that
simple, when you were younger? Or were there other things that came-and you don't have to-,
we really don't want to know the details. I really know more about you, whether you really
perceive yourself has having been spoiled.

FT; Now there were other problems, of course, you know. But uh ... umm, my home life was so
great, you know. We were always so close and when I got these husbands who were jealous and
didn't want me to do this, because I'm kind oflike Eunice. I was always into everything, music
and the choirs and running to this place and the other place. They don't like that too much.
RW-N: And those activities meant a lot to you?

FT: They did. They really did. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) All ofus were musically inclined. I guess
Miss Fleming told you she and I have been together and done a lot of things together. And uh,
they didn't like my being out. They didn't know whether I was out with the music or I was out
with something else. [laughing]

The last Mr. Thomas, when I was in high school, he and I

were buddies. And uh, then it kind of got a little nicer. And down through the years I lost track
of him. I liked him immensely. And uh, when I went to Sun, the teacher' s mother was our
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cook. And she said-his name was Columbus-she said, "Columbus still talks about you." Now
this is ten or fifteen years later. So sure enough, uh, my brother Tom used to go to Beckley all
the time. He said, "Guess who I saw today?" I said, "Who'd you see?" "I saw Columbus." He
lived in Beckley for twenty-some years. Now I was right here in Mount Hope and we never-,
our paths never crossed. Until his wife passed. [coughs] Excuse me. I was going down the
street one day and his little niece came by and she said, "Did you know Columbus lost his wife?"
I said, "No." I said, "Where is he?" She said, "He's still in Beckley." And it just so happened
that I went to his mother's that day and he was there. That started it all over again, after all those
years. And that's who I married last.

AB: Mmm-hmm. And so I take it, it was a good marriage?
FT: It wa~ beautiful, just beautiful.

AB: Mmm-hmm. And did you move to Beckley or did he come here?
FT: No, he came on over here.

AB: He came here and you lived here in this house?
FT: No, we lived up on Monroe Street.

AB: Well, when did you come back to live in this house?
FT: After he passed. (AB: Uh-huh.) See, my sister was here by herself. My mom and dad had

passed in the meantime. Mom died in '61 , my dad died in ' 62. So that left her here by herself.
But my other sister was in Virginia. She was, uh, matron down in one of the colleges in Virginia.
But she was gone all the time. So Virginia was here by herself So after Mr. Thomas passed,
then I moved back here. That was in '66. So I've been here ever since.
RW-N : How long were you married to Mr. Thomas?
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FT: Mr. Thomas and I were only married uh, he had a heart condition. We were only married
twelve, thirteen months and he passed. It broke my heart.

AB: Uh, sometimes we find that with women who are teachers, that kind of puts them in a social
class that's maybe a cut above, in black life anyway, from other folks. And when they be-, are
looking for mates, they can't always find a mate who has had the same kind of education and
experience ...

FT: That's so, especially in small places.
AB: ... experiences that they have had. Is that, is that true (FT: Very true, very true.) as you
have known it to be?

FT: Uh, who was I talking to one day? "Well, how in the world did you meet him? Wasn't he a
coal miner?" I said, "Yes," and making good money. But uh, didn't have too much education.
But you take in consideration other things other than money, you know; you got a nice
disposition and dress well and all of that. And of course, coal miners dressed better than teachers
did. You know, they had-, made good money. And uh, all of my husbands [inaudible]-, were
pretty well educated.

AB: Mmm-hmm. And that didn't. .. didn't get in your way. (FT : Didn't bother me at all.)
Because sometimes it does.

FT: Mmm-hmm. Most ofus here, we weren't exposed to too many college people. If you didn't
meet your husband in college, you didn't meet him. (AB: MM-hmm) And uh, most, that
happened to most of us.

AB: What about the issue of color among black people? As we talk with people, and certainly
from my own experience, we find that sometimes that we are prejudiced ourselves (FT: Mmm-
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hmm) Has that been anything that you know about? Have experienced? Have seen? From black
person to black person, that this person is not dark, or too light skinned or too dark or so?

lii, Now I used to tell my sister, you know, she went to Howard University. And she had a lot
of that up there. Around here we didn't have too much of that. But in larger places I think it was
more prominent than it was around here. Because as I told you most everybody here knew
everybody, you know. And uh, if it were, I didn't know about it.
AB: You never saw anything like that in school when you were going to school?

FT: Well, I've heard, since I've been out I've heard about these kids saying that uh, uh, the
teachers sometimes would choose a light-skinned person over a dark-skinned person. But for
what reasons I don't know. But they thought it was because of color.
RW-N: Now are you talking about white teachers?
FT: No, I'm talking about black teachers even did this, mmm-hmm. I've heard them say that,

that uh ...
RW-N: Are you talking about kids now saying it, or in past times?

FT: Well, I don't come in contact now with too many of the kids now. No, this was years ...
(RW-N: Yeah, past times.) uh-huh, mmm-hmm. Black teachers said you were light-skinned.
RW-N: Mrs. Thomas has shown us a picture of her parents and her twin brothers. Um, you have

a good looking family here. (FT: Thank you. [chuckle]) Are they all, they all look quite tall, are
they? (FT: They what?) They all look quite tall. Are they?
FT: All but my two sisters of them. My two sisters were short. I'm tall like them.
RW-N: And your mother's quite tall too, right?

FT: Yes, she was, uh-huh.
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RW-N: And you've taken after them?
FT: Mmm-hmm. My dad was six-foot-two, I think he was.
AB: And you said had red hair?
FT: Mmm-hmm. He hated that red hair. [laughter] Not real red, red.
AB: Mmm-mmm, yeah, I can see that it looks light. Okay ...
RW-N: We were also saying a minute ago off tape, um, that, um, that although Mrs. Thomas was

not aware, greatly aware of prejudice among black people having to do with darker or lighter
skin, that, um, you, Ancella, were saying that for example cheerleaders, right? In black schools?
AB: Majorettes, people in plays. . . .I mean. . .
RW-N: That you often see, you finish that, since it was your words.
AB: Well, it was just that many times-and I don't know whether, Mrs. Thomas, your experience

bears this out or not-but sometimes the choice positions in schools went to fair-skinned girls.
Uh, if it was a part in a play, or a majorette or something of that sort, where there would be some
.... uh ...
FT: I think I would know more, but I was always in the elementary school. And of course, we

didn't have to cope with that. But after they got into the high school that's where they ran into
that problem. And they did run into it, that's for sure. Mmm-hmm.
AB: I have a note here that says "operettas." Did you have operettas when you were in school?

(FT: Yeees. [chuckl]) Would you talk a little bit about those please?
FT: We have a teacher, uh, this Russell Moss, he came here from Minetoga [?] We were, we

were fortunate in this little place to have such good teachers. And he, oh, he was a great
mus1c1an. And my sister, Virginia, as I told you, she always played, my sister Lil played and I
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played and the boys tried to play. And she would always play for these operettas. And I used to
sing believe it or not. And we would have our operettas up here at the uh-we had two theaters.
And we would always have the operettas at the theater. And uh, oh, the place would just be
running over. Because we'd have ' em year after year after year after year. And uh, we just
enjoyed that so much. We always had a beautiful music department (AB : In the .. ) in the high
school. (AB: in the high school) Mmm-hmm.
AB: And with the operettas, the children all participated? (FT: Oh yes.) Costumes? (FT: Oh,

yeah, we did the whole thing) Uh, who made the costumes? Did the parents?
FT: Let me see. I don't remember. But you could order them, I'm sure you could, because we

do it all the time, we do it now. So I'm sure we did at that time.
AB: And this music teacher's name was Russell?
FT: Russell Moss.
AB: M-o-s-s?
FT: Uh-huh. And after that we had uh- they used to have a Glen Jean Opera House down here.

It was a theater. And we were so good we went down. We'd have it here, then we'd go down
to the Glen Jean Opera House and have it there. (AB : Glen Jean.) And that'd be year after year
after year. Uh huh, all the time we were in high school.
AB: Who came to that? Were-, did white people come to it? Or just blacks"
FT: No, no, just blacks. Mmm-hmm.

AB: So people from the surrounding communities would come in (FT: Yeah.) to see the (FT :

see, because all the kids . .. ) performances?
FT:

.. . come in from the high school from these surrounding areas.
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So they were all black.

(AB: Mmm-hmm) A lot of talent was around me. Oh, yes, every year we'd have this operetta, a
new one, you know. [inaudible] And we enjoyed it and everybody enjoyed it. The house would
be packed.
RW-N: Mrs. Thomas, when you look back on your life, uh, what are the kinds oflessons that you

learned from your parents that have been especially important to you? Good or bad ones.
[chuckles]
FT: I think [inaudible] my daddy used to say, you know-uh, he was deacon in the church, I

think as told you. And uh, he would always tell us-, we always had an allowance growing up.
And he'd make us, most time we had to put all of it in church. He said, "You take care of your
church, just like you take care of your home." And he didn't want us to gamble, of course. We
played checkers and things like that, but he didn't allow any cards in the house, so he thought.
We had some but he didn't know about it. [chuckling] But dancing, he didn't mind us going to
the dances. And uh, as long as they knew where we were, you know. It was all. They weren't
too strict. Not, not strict where it made it, uh, impossible to live with. Cause we got along
beautifully. Those ...
RW-N: Who would . . who would you say influenced you the most? Your mother or your

father? Who, who helped make you the person you are today?
FT: I think my mom did. (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) On Sunday afternoons all the kids would be at the

matinee and I was going with Momma somewhere playing the piano for the church-, for the choir.
(RW-N: Yes) I have cried many a Sunday afternoon.[chuckles] Because uh, at that time, the
choirs would go to these little places and sing on a Sunday afternoon. Every Sunday afternoon
we had somewhere to go.

And l had to go with my momma. Because I played piano for the

-71 -

choir. We had a, a lady who was supposed to be playing, but she knew that I would take over if
she didn't come. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) So Momma took me; if she went anyway, Momma still
made me go with her. I lost a boyfriend one time because we used to go to the matinee. After I
had to go with Momma and couldn't go to the matinee, he found another girlfriend. [chuckles]
But, uh, that's just the way it was. Now my dad, as I told you, Momma-, those twins would be
fighting out here in the hall, my daddy, I said, "Poppa, don't you hear them out there fighting"? I
said, "Go help Momma." He said, "Ada'll take care of ' em." He wouldn't move. And Ada took
care of them, too! [laughing] She was, she good at that.
RW-N: What do you, when you think of your mother, what are the characteristics of your mother

that you especially appreciate today? What are her best characteristics?
FT: Morally she was a beautiful lady. And uh, I know she would sit up in the choir, and the kids

would be, the two twins would be cutting up down there. All she had to do was just look at 'em.
They stopped immediately. They knew exactly what that meant. And uh, she believed in helping
her husband. He worked, she didn't have to work, but she worked. Because as I told you I think
before, there were always two ofus in school at the same time, in college. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)
And uh, she was pretty religious, too. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) She belonged to the missionary circle
and to the choir. Whatever went on in church, (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) she was one of the leaders
there.
RW-N: In what ways are you like her?
FT: I think I'm like her a lot of ways. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) That's, that's just. uh ... sometimes

I. .. they all, all the kids, all the people around here say "You remind me so much of your
mother." Just how you walk like her, talk like her, sing like her. But I adored both of them,
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but. ...

RW-N: Let me ask you this question. If there was one thing about your mother that you could
have changed, what would it have been?

FT: Let me have my way a little more. Because she was, looked like she was harder on me
than she was the other kids. Always had to be with her. Because there were six years difference
between the, uh, twins and me. I guess that's what made the difference. But she was hard on
me.

AB: And yet you said a moment ago you were spoiled. (FT: I was.) Was that your dad who did
that?

FT: All of them. Tom didn't like me because of, uh, he was the baby before I came along. (RWN: Yeah.) But he was nice to me. He was mean to me and he was nice to me, because he was,
was just jealous. [inaudible brief sentence]

RW-N: So your special place-so your special place was because you were the baby? Is that
right?

FT: Mmm-hmm. Yeah, they made me think I was Miss Anne.
AB: Did your sisters spoil you too?

FT: Yes, especially Virginia. Uh, Tom used to say, "Fanny didn' t learn to talk 'til she was six
years old because Ginny did all the talking for her!" [laughing]
aggressive kinds .
a lawyer out of her.
me.

She was one of those

That's the one that went to Howard University.

My daddy wanted to make

She was great. (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) But uh, she did all my fighting for

She took care of all my problems.

We slept together. (AB : Mmm-hmm)

we had-, she had-, she'd tell it to me because she knew I wasn' t going to tell it.
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Any secrets
We were

very close.

RW-N: Did you ever feel that, that that might have caused you difficulties later on because (FT:
Yeah, it did,) someone took care of your problems?

FT: Yes, it did. It did, really, because Virginia practically ran my life for me. As I said, Tom said
I didn't learn to think until I was 12 or 14 years old because she did all of my thinking, all my
talking for me. (RW-N: Yeah) And uh, I, I think now that I look back at it, she did. She
practically ran my life at that time. And I let her.

RW-N: When did that start to change? How do you see yourself today? 'Cause ...

FT: After I got into high school I think that's when it changed. Because I started getting into
things. And they found out that I could play and I used to sing a little, and that helped a whole
lot.

AB: Why did it help?

FT: Because I was, I just let myself go. See, Ginny was gone then. And I became me. And then
I grew up. She really ran my life for a number of years, and I let her.

AB: Did she find it hard when you grew up, uh, to let go?

FT: Yes. Uh, Galvin's daddy-we lived over at Carlisle and uh, she would come over at least
twice a week to see how I was getting along, and "why don't you do this" and "why don't you do
the other", still trying to run my life. [chuckles] But I adored her, and she adored me. But she
was very dominant person.
AB: Did she marry?

FT: Once.

AB: Had no children?
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EI.:, Only had that one husband. (AB: Mmm-hmm) He had passed. (AB: Mmm-hmm). Yeah, she
straightened everybody out. Except Mom and Pop. You have one in every family; they call 'em
black sheep. She was the black sheep. [laughs] I was telling you about this theatre in Glen Jean?
(AB: Yeah)

The boys slept in the third bedroom there.

And they loved to dance, we all

loved to dance. And they had dances at this, uh, theater in Glen Jean. At that time Glen Jean was
a place you just, you just didn't go. A lot of things went on under cover. And uh, they would slip
out of the window, bedroom window. And I would have to let 'em in when they came back.
Tom said, "I'm not gonna let you in." You know how mean Tom was. So I go in and let 'em
come in. So, one morning Momma was out in the yard, and my next door neighbor said, "Ada,"
said, "I heard your kids won a prize last night." (RW-N: Uh-oh.) Momma said, "Won a prize?"
Doing whi:it?" (RW-N: chuckles) "You ain't heard about it?" And she said, "No." They won a
prize doing the waltz. They had a contest and Ginny and my brother Lawrence won the prize.
[laughs] Momma most killed them. [laughs] But we'd let 'em in the door, you know, we'd let
'em .. . They had been gone-they had done that two or three times and Momma didn't know it.
Because you-, we weren't going to tell; I was not to tell on, Ginny would have knocked me in the
head. But uh, she-that's how she found out. And that's how well they loved to dance,
[inaudible] to slip off like that.

We'd help 'em, of course.

You know how children are.

(AB: That's a great story.) That was a nice, uh, --the dance some of those times, they would fight
and that sort of thing; that's why my dad didn't want 'em to go. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) Because
people would fight (RW-N: Yeah, mmm-hmm) at those dances. And he was afraid someone
would get hurt, you know.
RW-N: You said before ... (FT: And ... ) go ahead.
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FT: After Galvin grew up, you know, I told him about he did the same thing to me that I did to
them. He came out of college. There was a-, we called it a speak easy, over in Scarbro.
Now, all his friends went, and I wouldn't let him go. Uh, we sat down and talked about it. And
I said, "Galvin, now you know exactly what goes on over there. Why would you want to go
there, and get shot maybe?" · So I was married to Mr. Broom at that time. He always took up for
Galvin. So he said, "Well, I'll tell you what we'll do." He said, "We'll take you over there, and
wait for you-we had a car. So we took Galvin on over there that Saturday night about nine
o'clock. So he and I sat out in the car and we laughed and talked, and about thirty minutes here
came Galvin. [laughs] Somebody was fighting. He couldn't get out of there fast enough. So we
brought him on home and I never had another problem with him wanting to go back over there
any more. But uh, kids had to have something to do, you know. Because I wouldn't let him go
in the first place.

But Mr. Broom always took up for him, so (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) but he

didn't-, we had no more problem with Galvin wanting to go. Because they would fight. You
know, moonshine was [inaudible] was, uh, very prominent in those days. And uh, those guys who
lived up in these hills and they'd come to these dances, and they'd get to drinking. And of course
they took to fighting . (AB : Mmm-hmm). But that solved Mr. Galvin's problems. It solved mine
too. [laughter]
RW-N: Mrs. Thomas, you said before that when you were young, your sister who took good
care of you, but sort of dominated you, and then when you got older you sort of became yourself
When you look back on your own development, how do you see how you might have changed
over time?
FT: You know, I think maybe she was doing me a favor. When I really think about it. (RW-N:
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Mmm-hmm) Back there at that time, I didn't think too much about it then. But she was doing
what she thought was best, and it wasn't really wrong. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm). It was just
domineering, you know. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) But uh, she was a good person. But she just
liked to take over. You know how some people just like to take over. And I was very easy to
take over, (RW-N: right) being the baby and all So ...
RW-N: But later on you took more control of your own decisions? (FT: Oh yeah. Mmm-hmm)
right?

FT: Yeah. And she and I used to go out and .. .
RW-N: How else did you change as you went through your life? I mean, when we talked to
some people, they say, "Oh, I got more dependent," or "I got more independent," or . . ..
FT: The first marriage I think helped me to grow up . (RW-N: Mmm-hmm.) Because uh, well,

he-, after he went to Pittsburgh to live and he wanted me to go up there. But I refused to go
because I just didn't want to go. And I should have gone. We probably would have stayed
together. But anyway, all those marriages I think helped me. Because I learned something from
each one of them, you know.
AB: Do you think that, uh, having had such a, a strong supportive family might have had
something to do with the decisions that you made?
FT: I know it did. My daddy always told me, "Honey, you can always come home." And uh, but

you know all my husbands got along well with my dad . I remember Mr. Agee came in one day
and he said-he was the third one. [laughs] Momma was in the-, her bedroom. He came in, and
he said. "Mrs. Ashe," said uh, "I would like to marry your daughter." Said, "What do you think
about it?" She said-, he just-, she just said, "She didn ' t stay with the other two . What makes you

-77-

think she gonna stay with you?" [laughter] So the next time he came he asked her again. He said,
"Have you thought about what you told me that day?" So she said, "Well, that's up to you all. If
you all get married, go ahead. And I hope you stay together." [laughs] But we didn't. [laughs]
Oh dear.

AB: But you could always come home, if you .. .

FT: Oh, yes.
AB: And that made you . . .
FT: My daddy always told me that, "You always got a home here." And they adored Galvin.
Only grandchild they ever had. (AB: Mmm-hmm) That they know about. (AB : laughs)

RW-N: So when you, when you went off and married again, you always knew that. . . .
FT: I still stayed right here in this area.
RW-N: Right. And no matter what went on in the marriages, you know that Mom and Dad
would always welcome you back home again. (FT: Oh, yes.) Right, that that was up to you what
happened in the marriages. Is that right? (FT: Mmm-hmm.)

AB: So sometimes that makes you not quite as tolerant of husbands as you might be if you didn't
have that?

FT: Yep. I was a spoiled brat. [laughter] They always told me, "Come on back here." And
those years that uh-in between those husbands-Galvin stayed here with them. And uh, they
just adored him. Every night Galvin would go in, in my daddy's room and go in the closet and get
his bedroom slippers, and set 'em down there for him. That was his job. Every night before
bedtime.

RW-N: Well, Mrs. Thomas, if your mother and father were sort of always there for you, how did
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you then adapt to losing them?

FT: Very, very hard. It was very hard. They were lost so close to together. (RW-N: Mmmhmm, yes) She died in March of '61, he died in November '62. Of course, we were all grown,
you know. But it was pretty rough. Not only for me, but for all ofus.

RW-N: How did you get through that time?
FT: Well, uh, we were, um, Ginny was home at the time, and Tom lived right across the street.
So we were all together, the three ofus were always together. My-, the other twin
lived in Cleveland. And, uh, he came down here just about every month. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)
It's about a six-hour drive, you know, from Cleveland to here. And we were always a very closeknit family, always.

RW-N: Sp that helped a great deal.
ffiOh, yeah.

RW-N: You could .. (FT: oh yeah) sort of share in that sorrow. (FT: Mmm-hmm) And support
each other.

FT: Yes we did, mmm-hmm. My sister, oldest sister Lillian who-, she was always the one who
wasn't home too much. Because she always got jobs away from home, pretty far away. But
most of us were right here close together.

RW-N: Let me go back and ask you, uh, a general question about, about race and about being a
black person. How do you think that has shaped your life?

FT: Well . .. I'm a, sort of person, I, I don't worry too much about things. I just accept it and go
on, if [ have to. But if you push me too hard, you know, I'll fight back . But I'm not a fighter.
Cause I think things will finally smooth out, and they do. Just let it
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alone, it'll-, sometimes it works itself out. But I've never gotten into a controversy, one way or
the other.
RW-N: Have you ever felt that being black has limited your life in important ways?
FT: Not limited my life, but it limited a lot of other things. Uh, uh, just as I was telling you about

at the school, when I moved, got to the school up here, I faced that same thing again, being a
black teacher.
RW-N: Now what school was this?
FT: This-, Mount Hope Elementary School.
RW-N: Uh-huh. So you had .. .
FT: That's why I never taught there in the first place, because most of the black kids knew me,

you know, and I didn't want to teach where everybody knew me. So when I got up here, I saw
that lady, uh, lone of the white teachers yesterday when I went to see my sister over at Hilltop.
Not yesterday, day before yesterday. And uh, I don't know why she-, looked like she just didn't
like me for some reason. And I don't know why. But I've always just, you know, kind of ignore
it and just talked to her any way. But I know some little things that she did underhanded, you
know. Uh, we had, in the mornings when we came in, they'd be standing in the hall talking. I
said, "Good morning everybody," and I'd go on in .. ..
END OF TAPE 2- SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 2 - SIDE 2
RW-N: ... that same question about being a woman. How has being a woman shaped your life,

or to put it in Ancella's words, are there things that perhaps you would have liked to have done,
or envisioned yourself doing that you couldn 't easily do as a woman?
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FT: A black woman or just a woman period?
RW~N: Just a woman. I mean, I'm asking you differences between the perceptions of how life
shapes and limits men versus women.

FT: I have never really been too aggressive. As I told you, Ginny dominated my life, and I just
accepted things and went along with it. But uh, I was always fortunate enough to-, whatever I
was doing I tried to do my best. And I got along with people very well. I didn't aspire to be
president or first lady or anything like that, you know. I was very satisfied with what I was doing
and where I was. Maybe that was wrong. Maybe I should have been a little more aggressive, but
I wasn't.

RW-N: Let me ask you something, um, else, or discuss this with you. Uh, over a period oftime
I have, um, been reading, uh, black writers, black women writers. And some of them have said
that they believe that black women have had a double burden in life, that they've had to deal with
racism, prejudices against their blackness, and that they've had to deal with the limitations of
being women, all right, and the burdens of being a woman. And according to these writers, black
women have had a tough life because of that. I mean-and they' re talking about, of course, in
general, all right. Do you relate to that idea at all?

FT: Those are women who probably were career minded. I think if those people who wanted to,
possibly just write a book even, they probably did, uh, have a lot of problems. But, uh, as I said, I
was never career minded.

(RW-N: Mmm-hrnm). I was very satisfied with what I was doing.

(RW-N: Mmm-hrnm) So I didn 't have it, that problem. But, uh, I know some who did, you
know, they wanted to be aggressive and do things and they got shot down. Didn' t get to do all
those things.
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AB: What about in other aspects of life? For example, First Baptist Church in Charleston just

had, uh, it's women's day about three weeks ago. And there was a woman minister there, Baptist
minister. (FT: Really?) Now there aren't many black female Baptist ministers that I know about.

FT: We don't even approve of 'em.

Alli And do you see things like that as being limiting at all for women?
FT: Yes, I do, because I, I don't go along with that at all. I was, uh, trustee in my church for,
from '66 until this year, when the two churches reunited. I told them I was old-, I'm getting out.
All those years, and we used to have talk about that. Uh, that's one of the precepts of the Baptist
faith. They don't believe in women preachers. But my contention was the Bible doesn't say
"Choose a woman for your minister or choose a man," you know. I think it's up to them. Ifl
want to be a preacher, why couldn't I be a preacher as good as a man?
RW-N: Because you're a woman.

FT: Right. [inaudible]
RW-N: That's the kind of thing that we're talking about, or I think these writers are talking

about.

FT: We used to have some hot discussions about that. Uh-huh. And they still, uh-we have uh,
you know about the Hilltop Baptist Center over here. Reverend Lewis. Oh, he's adamant about
that He and I have had some terrible discussions about it. I said women, most women are
smarter than most of you guys are, you know. [chuckles] He calls me a smart alee. [laughs] But
I, I don't, I don't believe in pushing people back. We don't know whether God has called them
or not. How do we know? The person himself or herself should know. And, uh, l stood up for
it. I said, "lf she wants to be a minister, why not? I don't see a thing in the Bible about a woman
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can't preach."

RW-N: So it's okay with you if women (FT: Oh, yes.) aspire to those other things (FT: Yes,
indeed.) or want to be the principal or superintendent of schools. (FT: Sure.) Or the president of
the United States?

FT: Why not? If you've got it, go for it.
RW-N: So you would not say that then in some ways women's lives have been limited (FT: Oh,
yes) by being women in that way. (FT: Yes, indeed.) You haven't felt that personally?

FT: All the way through, especially black women.
RW-N: Because they had racism too to deal with?
FT: Right, mmm-hmm.
AB: So you'll vote for me when you run for president?
FT: Of course I would. I'd go campaigning for you. [laughing] Weren't you vice-president of,
down at State College. (AB : Uh-huh.) I thought I remembered that. I wasn't sure. I intended to
ask you last week.

RW-N: Do you think women's lives are better today than what they were, say a generation or
two ago?

FT: Beg your pardon?
RW-N: Do you think women's lives are better today than what they were?
FT: Oh, Lord, yes, yes, indeed.

RW-N: How so?
FT: Every way. We can go and come when we want to, we can speak out when we want to.

You get shot down sometimes, but we still say what we want to say. Uh, so many opportunities
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open for us now that weren't opened years ago.

And we've-, we've trained ourselves, we've

learned how to do things. We can do anything a man can do. We think we can, (RW-N : Mmmhmm), and I think so, too. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) It's a matter of training; you can get it up
here, if you want to do it.

RW-N: Do you think the women's movement had anything to do with that?
FT: Yes, definitely.

AB: Do you think .. .
FT: Right now ifl weren't so-, I want to go take some computer work so badly. But I have
rheumatism here, rheumatism there, so I'm letting it go. But uh, women these days, they're more
competitive I think than they used to be, because they have more things open to them. And uh,
go for it, sure. Ifl were twenty years younger I'd be a computer expert.

AB: From a racial point of view, do you think that things have changed much for your son and
your grandchildren as compared to when you were coming along? (FT: Yes, they have.) In what
ways?

FT: Uh, they' re much better now. Because, uh, if you're qualified for a job now, regardless of
color, they'll hire you. They wouldn't use to do that, but they'll do it now. I know so many of
my friends who have gotten very good jobs. Because they were prepared. But you have to be
prepared. You have to be overly prepared though to beat that white girl . I have a
granddaughter who, uh, she was working in Huntington.

She's moved here now. And when she

wrote her resume, I had talked to the vice-president up there, he and I have-we have known
each other, I taught his kids up here.
his kids.

Oh, he thinks I'm a wonderful person because I taught

Which uh- sweet little kids- and uh, I went in and talked to him and I told
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him about my granddaughter, was gonna move from Huntington to here and I wished that he
would give her, see that she has a position in the, in the bank I said, "You all don't have one
black person up here." Because he and I talked, you know, that kind of way. I can tell-, talk to
him any kind of way I want to. He's young, much younger man than I am. But uh, he and I got
to be friendly when I taught his kids. And uh, I said, "I've often wondered why you all don't, uh,
hire somebody." And he said, "Well, Mrs. Thomas, it isn't left up to me. He said," If it were left
to me, I wouldn't even consider color. I, I would go by what they can do and what they say." So I
said, "I have a granddaughter that I would like for her-she's very smart, Francetta's daughter.
And uh, so she wrote her resume. In the meantime, she got a job in Beckley but he-I think they
were gonna hire her (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) because if you're qualified-but you've gotta be
qualifiedl mostly overqualified to get a real good job, being black, because they will-they'll take
the white one over you. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)

That's for sure, mmm-hmm. But if you're

really qualified, I think they'll hire you. And somebody will speak up for you. Stone and Thomas
in Beckley, uh, when they first opened, oh, it's been about seven, eight years ago now. I opened
an account there. And I noticed they didn't have any black clerks. So I went in one day, I said,
"May I see the manager, please?" And the manager and I had a talk. And I said, "I know gangs
of-, not gangs, but several people, black people, who have good jobs and they all deal right here
with you, but I don't see any black people working around here." The next couple of weeks, it
worked . I think maybe they just hadn't thought about it. You know? It could have been that.
You never know. Nobody said anything to 'em about hiring blacks. So why hire them? But he
did. He took it under consideration.
AB: So you do speak up? You said earlier that you weren't aggressive, but you do speak up
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about things.

FT: Ifl have to, if I'm pushed. But I gotta be pushed. [chuckles]
RW-N: Some of the women we have talked to have said that they thought that black people
have made gains. But that it's now sort of going back in the other direction. (FT: Going back in
the other direction?) Things are getting worse again for black people. They said for awhile things
were getting better for black people, (FT: Oh) but now not so much again. Do you see it that
way, or do you see it increasingly getting better?

FT: Mmm, that's something to think about. I, I don't know about that. I don't know why it
would get worse. I haven't found it to be that way. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) I think it all depends
on the person . . .really.

AB: What do you think about the integration of the schools? Do you think that that helped or
hurt black children?

FT: I used to think it hurt black children. Um, not being in that situation I don't know. I've just
seen from .. . outsider. But uh, the first one or two or years, I don't think anybody was very happy
with it. Because there was always disturbances coming up. And as you say, they-, if there was
something to do and they had to pick between the black and the white, they always chose a white.
And it was very, you couldn't help but see it, you know.

RW-N: You' re talking about in the schools, right?
FT: Yeah, uh-huh. I wasn't there. I'm just talking about what I've heard. Because I see the
situation, because that didn't happen up here too much in elementary school. But in the high
school, that's where the kids found it. But now college, I don't think that matters at all, or does
it?
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AB: Well what about learning? Do you think that the black children are learning at quite the pace

now that they have always learned or.. . ?

FT: I've heard that discussed, and they say that, uh,-, I've heard it said that the white teacher
doesn't take as much interest in the black kids as she does the white kids. Now if that is true or
not I don't know. Ifl knew I would speak up but I really don't know. And I'm not gonna take a
child's word for it, because it might be something happened that he just feels bias about. But I've
heard that.
AB: The black children that you taught progressed, uh, all right? There was no problem with

them?

f11 No, see the first, second and third grade, they... (RW-N: Yeah) beautiful kids. But you
know what? Uh, I have a-, the bus driver, uh, he chauffeurs me, takes me shopping sometimes.
And he tells me about little incidents that happen on the bus between the black kids and the white
kids. And there's always a problem with something. And, and looks like the teacher always takes
the white kids' side and he gets really upset about it. And he, he talks to me when we'll be going
shopping. (AB : Mmm-hmm) But see, I haven't been in that situation, so I really don't know.
(AB and RW-N: Mmm-hmm)

And being the child is, uh, uh, related to him, so it could be, uh,

one of those things, you know. Now those first few years I know that they've had trouble over
there. Because, uh, some of the kids are in my choir.
RW-N: Now 'over there' is in the high school?

FT: The high school, uh-huh. And uh, they were very unhappy. But it seems to have just
smoothed on off, as far as I know. (AB: Mmm-hmm) Any more I don't know any of the kids
around here, because, as I say, I stay gone so much, you know.
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They know me but I don't

and so and so ... " But sometimes it's the child. And I think the parents should try to help them
along, you know. I think if the parents would participate more and, if somebody was doing
something in my child in school, I'd go see about it, you know. Don't sit at home and talk about
it and talk to your child about that teacher. Go confront the teacher. Because sometimes children
bring tales home, you know.

RW-N: How about for white kids? Do you think integration of schools was good for white kids?

FT: They didn't like it too well, I know that. Even here in this little town. As I told you they
used to have fights, that sort of thing. (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) But it's a different generation than
when I grew up. When I grew up we were-, we weren't sociable or anything, you know, but we
knew each other, because all ofus lived so close around here. But it's a different story now. And
the kids do pave problems. A lot of the white girls and the black boys have relationships and they
don't like that.

RW-N: You mean the white people don't like it?

FT: Right, mmm-hmm.
RW-N: How about the black community?

FT: They don't like it either.
RW-N: And how do you feel about it?

FT: Some of the black boys go with the white girls.
RW-N: How do you feel about that?

FT: Choose whom you want. If you get along with that person, what's wrong with it? Color
shouldn' t be an issue. I wouldn't make color an issue. (RW-N: yeah) It's the person you ' ve got
to deal with, not the color. But sometimes Mom and Dad, I think, get into it.
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AB: What about black girls dating white fellows? Is any of that happening here?
FT: I haven't seen that in Mount Hope at all. It's usually a black guy and a white girl. I often

think about that, you know. [chuckles]

Mmm-hmm. But usually it's a black guy and a white

girl.

RW-N: I want-, I'd like to ask you a question about. .. as you look back on your life, how you
think it has unfolded. And let me give you some examples of what people say to that. Some see
their lives as just gotten better and better. Um, some see their lives as gone down hill, it was
better early on and after that not so great. Some people describe their lives as gain' up and down.
Good time with the bad times. Some people describe their lives like chapters in a book, all right,
.where they did such and such a thing and then moved on. And although they're in every chapter,
that it looks pretty different to them. That's some of the ways that people describe their lives. Is
that-how would you describe your life?
FT: In regard to ... ?

RW-N: Did it get better? Did it get worse? Did it bump up and down? Was there-, did you live
in different chapters?

FT: Yesss. (RW-N: You lived in different chapters?) [chuckling] Yes, I did . There was joy in
some of them, sadness in some of them. But I think I brought a lot of them on myself As I said,
I always thought I had to have my way. But getting- I get along beautifully with people.

RW-N: That doesn't, but that doesn't make sense. Because how could you get along beautifully
with people if you always had to have your own way?

FT: I didn' t have to live with them others.
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RW-N: I see, okay.
FT: [laughing] When you live with a person, day by day, that closeness, you know, sometimes
that closeness can widen.

RW-N: Well, you said that. . .
FT: I probably brought it on myself.
RW-N: ... you say that . ..
FT: I always, I've said I've had some good husbands. (RW-N: Uh-huh) I blame it all on me.
They were nice to me.

RW-N: Uh-huh (FT: So nice). So you're talking about, particularly with regard to your husbands
(FT: Mmm-hmm) when you talk about that issue?

FT: But as far as getting along with people, I get along with people okay.
RW-N: Well, you also seem to not be a sad person at this time in your life. (FT: No.) You're not
discontent. (FT: No.) You're not discontent with yourself, are you? (FT: No, I'm very happy.)
You're happy (FT: Yes), with yourself. You like yourself these days. (FT: Yes![laughs])

AB: Have you always?
FT: Always until after, uh, I, Ginny, I got Ginny straightened out, my sister Virginia. I had to
straighten her out, you know. But she, as I said, she really did, she ran my life. And my brother
Tom used to talk to her, talk about-, "Let Fannie alone. You're always trying to run her life."
And she did. And I let her, that was my fault. (AB and RW-N : Mmm-hmm)

AB: Were you close, (FT : But I finally woke up .) as close to the others in the family as you were
with her?
FT: Yeah, Tom and I were the best of buddies. (AB : Mmm-hmm)
-9 1-

AB: Even after he was jealous .. . [overlapping voices] (FT: And the other two and Virginia were
buddies) .... when, when you were smaller, he got over that?

FT: He told me, he said, "Fannie, I hated you for years." [laughs] But he and I used to go to
Cleveland every year. My brother in Cleveland had these, uh, he belonged to two clubs. And uh,
they had these dances every year. And Tom and I would go every year. And uh, he was tall, you
know. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And he said, "Fannie, I-, these little short women," he said, "it hurts
my back when I dance with them." {laughs] And he and I would dance almost half the night
together. And we were dancing together one night, doing one of these dipping things, you know,
and a lady said, "Oh, you all look so good dancing together." Said, "You and your wife looks so
good dancing together." Tom said, "Don't tell her. Don't tell anybody." [laughter] You know,
how he was. He said, "Yeah," said, "my wife always did love to dance." And he never did tell the
woman I was his sister. [laughing] But we always loved to dance. Now he and I got to be just
good buddies. By Lawrence being in Cleveland, uh, we would go up, you know, but we didn't,
get, uh-I got closer to Tom than I did to him.

AB: How did you deal with Tom's death?
FT: I didn't.
AB: That must be very hard.
FT: It hasn't been long.
RW-N: When did Tom pass?
FT: It hasn't been long. AB: It's been ten years? RW-N: inaudible (all voices overlapping]
FT: He died in '85 .
RW-N: Oh, that's quite a long time. And that' s still hard. (AB : Mmm-hmm) Do you have
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mostly good days in your life these days? Are you pretty... .?

FT: Now? (RW-N: Yeah) Oh, yes, I'm having a ball. [laughing] (RW-N: Mmm-hmm. Mrs.
Thomas .. . ) I'm enjoying every bit of it.
RW-N: Mrs. Thomas is .. . Mrs. Thomas is wiping her eyes beca ... (FT: I have learned.) the

sadness of her brother, who she dearly loved, that's obvious. But at the same time she says that
she loves life and is getting along well. (FT: Yeah)
AB: Well, Galvin plays a big part in that, doesn't he?

FT: Yes, he does. Yeah. And my grandkids. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)
AB: Mmm-hmm. So you have two granddaughters here? (FT: Mmm-hmm) And Fran is in
Huntington? And you have great-grands?

FT: The (l)ne over here has a daughter. ( RW-N: Oh, yes) And the one over [inaudible] has a
daughter (RW-N: right). We went shopping last night. We just have a good time. I say life is so
funny now. When they were in uh, when they were growing up-they have another grandmother
over in Beckley, and uh-Francetta's mother-and they were always closer to her because when
Francetta would come, she would go to her mother's, which is the thing to do, you know. (AB:

Mmm-hmm.) And in the summer, uh, the kids would stay with her, her mother. (AB: Mmmhmm.) I'd go over every week. I didn't miss a week going over to see them, but they knew her
better than they knew me. Now it's just turned around . (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)
on this side now.

They're over

The other grandmother is still over there, (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) but we' re

getting the closest now and I'm just so happy about that. I said the Lord moves in mysterious
ways.
AB: And how often do you get to see Galvin and the California children?
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New York, that was my present, high school present. I had Lil-, my oldest sister, was in New
Jersey. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And we had relatives in New Jersey and New York. So I had always
wanted to go. So my daddy said, "Well, that's going to be your graduation present." And uh, I
went to New York; it was my first time going to New York. And uh, we always-money was
never a problem really. Because as I said, both of them worked. She felt like she should help.
She didn't really have to, but she did. That's the kind of woman that she was. Of course, that
was pretty great, you know.
AB: So you all never had any real difficulties? You've always had a home, always had your own

home, always been property owners, never any threat of losing your property or anything like
that?
FT: Never1 we had like lif-, a nice life.
AB: You were never hungry or had to do without?
FT: My daddy felt-fed half of the children who would come in here in the afternoons. (AB :

Mmm-hmm) "Ada, get enough food . You know we've got to feed them children." And he just
considered them his children, and as I told you, uh, three or four of them lived here. And they
wouldn't even charge them for food and lodging. He just wanted to see every kid get an
education. My daddy was a wonderful man. So was my mom.

END OF INTERVIEWS
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know them. And they've grown up, you know, (AB: Mmm-hmm) since I've taught them. Just
Sunday-I experienced that Sunday-I went to Ms. Fleming's; she had a cantata over at
[inaudible] . And uh, when I was [inaudible], "Hi, Mrs. Agee." I said, "Oh, that was one of you
that I [inaudible] [laughing] I said, "Eunice, it's been many a year since I was Mrs. Agee. I go
another place, "Hello, Ms. Thomas." [laughter]
RW-N: So you answer to several names?
FT: Yes. We laugh about that so much. I always know where the child's from by . . .I'm called

by that name, because I know where I taught, you know, when I was Ms. Agee or Ms. Thomas.
[laughter]

But uh, I think sometimes kids bring things on themselves. Because, uh, in, in

church I noticed. I sit up in the choir stand, and I notice how they act, you know, back there in
the back. ;Cause sometimes you feel like telling them, you know. But I don't say anything to
them.
AB: But you still have children coming to church? (FT: Oh, yes) Which, in many places, they

don't. (FT: That's right.) (RW-N: Yes) (FT: We had ... )
RW-N: Do you think school integration was good for black kids?
FT: Beg pardon?
RW-N: Do you think that integration of school was good for black kids?
FT: Yes and no. I say that because it's a, it's a learning experience either way. You learn to get

along with the other race and learn what you're supposed to learn in school. And uh, it depends
on the child. Some children can't take it, some children can. Some--I've heard remarks made oh,
you know, l sit on my porch a lot, and I hear kids going-see, they pass right by here (RW-N:
Mmm) when they' re going to school-and I hear a lot of things, you know "Oh, man, so and so
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